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Foreword

This language lab workbook and corresponding recordings
have been designed to complement and supplement the Open
Access textbook Cree: Language of the Plains, which has been
redesigned and updated as an introductory study of the gram-
matical structure of Cree. The language lab sessions attempt
to build on that information by presenting drills, exercises, and
dialogues to reinforce topics in the textbook. These exercises
are not meant to be used entirely on their own to teach Cree
but this workbook may serve as a starting point and can be
used along with other worksheets and activities.

The Cree language is rich in verb forms, which require
agreement with all other grammatical features within a sen-
tence. Note that in both the textbook and the language lab
material, nouns, pronouns, and verbs are presented as ani-
mate or inanimate, while verbs are also classified as transi-
tive or intransitive (depending on the number of nouns or
pronouns referred to). Grammatical agreement between verbs,
nouns, and pronouns is required.

The precise nature of the Cree language also dictates that
many verbs, nouns, and particles must be introduced in the lan-
guage lab material. The language lab sessions and workbook and
the textbook complement each other through vocabulary and
the grammatical rules that dictate the use of the right particles.



In the textbook, Appendices B and C contain noun and par-
ticle vocabulary lists while Appendices D and E contain verbs.
Ultimately these appendices provide students with diverse
vocabulary from which to choose when composing Cree sen-
tences. Both the textbook and the workbook aim to teach the
same information about the structure of the Cree language.
Those studying Cree will experience the precise nature of this
language in all its forms: nouns, pronouns, and verbs in their
conjugated forms.

The standard roman orthography (sro) is used throughout
this book. As a student of Cree, and probably because I am a
speaker of the language, I was amazed that only ten conso-
nants and seven distinct vowels are required to elegantly spell
Cree vocabulary. The short vowel sounds of spoken Cree are
represented by a, i, and o, while a, 1, 6, and é represent long
vowel sounds. There are also ten consonants: ¢, h, k, m, n,
p, s, t, w, and y. | immediately realized that the srRo indeed
represented the sounds and the syllables of my language. The
wide range of vocabulary, especially the verbs, and the rich
grammar were endless but precise. This was the beginning
of my journey towards a work that respectfully presents the
beautifully constructed Cree language, néhiyawéwin.

Jean L. Okimasis



Introduction

This language lab workbook has been organized to complement
and support the grammatical material presented in the accom-
panying Cree: Language of the Plains textbook. Each lab session,
drill, and exercise in this book is accompanied by a cross-ref-
erence to the open textbook where you can find a detailed
explanation of the specific Cree structure being demonstrated.

Language lab sessions are presented in order of increasing
difficulty and each new session builds on the previous ones.
Therefore, you are encouraged to undertake the sessions in the
order they are presented.

Structure and Features

The language lab sessions have been divided into two sections:
Cree 100 and 101. This essentially follows the two halves of the
introductory Cree course taught at First Nations University of
Canada and elsewhere. Common features in each lab session
include drills, dialogue, additional vocabulary, spelling, and
the occasional written exercise.

How to Use the Audio Component

In order to best use this language lab workbook, follow the
instructions given for each drill or exercise. General instruc-
tions related to the audio component are outlined as follows.



Specific instructions for the exercises and dialogues are also

given

Verb

in the language lab sessions.

Listen very carefully to each word.

Repeat what you hear. The narrator will say each word
or sentence twice, then there will be a pause. This will
give you time to repeat the Cree word or sentence.

. In later lab sessions pay particular attention to the

pronunciation of each syllable then to the contractions
of those words in the full sentence of the spoken Cree.
If at any time you need to hear the words again, replay
the recording, and try again.

You will be expected to know all of the vocabulary
words used in the spelling and translation exercises.

Conjugation Chart

The following verb conjugation chart is important to keep

in mind for many of the lab sessions and will assist you in

understanding person-markers. It is important to know what

the numbers (1s, 2s, 3s, 3’s, 1p, 21, 2p, 3p, and 3’p) stand for

because every verb (val, vTi, and vTA) follows this number-

ing system.
1s indicates the first person singular (I, me)
2s indicates the second person singular (you)
3s indicates the third person singular (he, she, it)
3’s indicates the obviative singular (e.g:: his/her friend/s)
1p indicates the first person plural (we, exclusive)
21 indicates the first person plural (we, inclusive)
2p indicates the second person plural (you)
3p indicates the third person plural (they)

3’p indicates the obviative plural (e.g.: their friend/s)
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Language Lab Session 1

Sounds and Pronunciation,
Minimal Pairs, and Possession

Drill 1.1. Vowel Sounds

Instructions: Pay attention to the vowel sounds as you
repeat the following words after me. I will say each word
twice. I will begin with the short vowels.

Short vowels: a, i, o

a  apisis a little
mamaskac! amazing!*
kiya you/your

i  iskotéw a fire
tanisi how*
ciki near

o okimahkan a chief
ékosi that’s enough*
néwo four

Now listen as I say the long vowel sounds twice and repeat
after me.

Cree 100
Session

L

For Drills 1.7 and 1.2,
refer to Chapter 2
of the textbook for
a detailed overview
of the Cree
alphabet, short and
long vowel sounds,
and pronunciation.

An asterisk denotes
that the word has
other meanings
depending on the
context.
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Long vowels: a, i, 0, €
a acimowin
maka

nohtawiy

Y1

nipin.
sisip
sipiy
ohow

(=]

0CEW
soniyaw
e ewako
meékwac
téepwe

a story

but

my father

It is summer.
a duck

a river

an owl

afly

money

that’s the one
presently*
yell/shout

Drill 1.2. Consonant Sounds

Instructions: Pay attention to the consonant sounds as you

repeat the following words after me. I will say each word twice.

I will start with the letter “p.”

p pisim
pakan
tépakohp

t tawaw.
tohtosapoy
tanitahto?

k  kohkos
kispin
sikak

c céskwa
ciki
anohc

the sun*

a nut

seven
There is room/space.*
milk

How many?
a pig

if

a skunk
wait

near

today*



Cree: Language of the Plains

s  sémak

sisoné

anikwacas(k)

m miciso
namoya
atim

n  napew
niso
nimis

h apihtaw
ohi
osih

W Wapos
nanitaw
wahyaw

y oyakan

yikowan.

niya

Jean L. Okimasis

right now*

along
squirrel/gopher
eat

no

a dog

a man

two

my older sister
half

these (inanimate)
make it

a rabbit
about/approximately*
far away

a dish

It is foggy.

I, me, my

Drill 1.3. Minimal Pairs

Instructions: Listen and repeat the following words after
me. I will read the pair of Cree words across each row.

sakahikan
a lake

niyanan
five

kisitéw.
It is hot.

sakahikan
a nail

niyanan
us

kisitéw.
It is cooked.

Cree 100
Session

L

Refer to Chapter

3 for more
information on
minimal pairs. two
words that are
identical in spelling
except for one
sound.

Note that each
pair of words
differs in only

one sound (long
vowel versus short
vowel or different
consonants).



Cree 100
Session

1

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin waseyawiskwew

nipiy nipiy

water a leaf

asam. asam

Feed him/her. a snowshoe
kisisow. kisisow.
S/he is hot. It is cooked.
taniwa? taniweé?
Where is s/he? Where is it?
oma ota

this here

pakan pahkan

a nut different
moniyaw soniyaw

a Caucasian money
pona kona

make a fire Snow
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Spelling 1.1

Instructions: As I dictate ten Cree words, write them in the spaces pro-
vided. I will say each one twice. You can listen to this recording as many
times as you like before spelling the word. Check your answers against
the key at the back of the book.

1 6.
2 7.
3 8.
4. 9

5 10

©0 © 0 © 0 0 0 0000000000000 000000000000000000000o0
© © ¢ 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000 00

© © © 0 0 0 0 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 00000000

Drill 1.4. Possessive Body Parts

Instructions: Listen as I narrate each Cree word twice, then Refer to Chapter
31 for a detailed

review of the use
of prefixes, which

repeat after me.

miton a mouth are used to show
o possession in

nitén my mouth Independent and

kiton your mouth Dependent nouns.

oton his/her mouth

mikot a nose

nikot my nose

kikot your nose

okot his/her nose
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miskisik an eye
niskisik my eye
kiskisik your eye
oskisik his/her eye
mihtawakay an ear
nihtawakay my ear
kihtawakay your ear
ohtawakay his/her ear
miskat aleg

niskat my leg
kiskat your leg
oskat his/her leg
mispiton an arm
nispiton my arm
kispiton your arm
ospiton his/her arm
micihciy a hand
nicihciy my hand
kicihciy your hand
ocihciy his/her hand
misit a foot

nisit my foot
kisit your foot
osit his/her foot



Nouns, Imperatives,
Numbers, and Greetings

Drill 2.1. Nouns

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following words twice,
then repeat each word. Pay attention to the long and short
vowels. I will read the Cree nouns in the left-hand column

Cree 100
Session

2

Refer to Chapter
4 for a discussion
on animate and

inanimate nouns.

first, then go down the right-hand column of Cree.

sipiy
kinoséw
piyeésis
astotin
akohp
miciwin
ospwakan
atim
maskisin
ayikis
oténaw

a river

a fish

a bird

a cap/hat
a blanket

food

a pipe
a dog
a shoe
a frog
a town

pakan

napéew

oyakan

wapos

iskwew
téhtapiwin
micisowinahtik
nihtiy

minos

kohkos

siwinos

a nut

a man
a dish

a rabbit
a woman
a chair
a table
tea

a cat

a pig

a candy
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Session

2

For Drills 2.2
through 2.4, refer
to Chapter 10

for a review of

the Imperative
mode, which

/s used to give
orders, commandss,
invitations, or
requests.

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin

Drill 2.2. Imperatives Said to One Person

Instructions: Listen to and repeat the following commands
given to one person.

nipa
waniska
kakisimo
kistapiteho
kasihkwe
sikaho
paminawaso
api

miciso
minihkweé
pasiko
pimohteé
naki
pimipahta
kweéski
pahpi
kisitépo
itwe
néhiyawé
masinahike
akayasimo
samin
samina
kasicihcé

sleep
get up (from bed)

pray (in traditional manner)

brush your teeth
wash your face
comb your hair
prepare a meal
sit down

eat

drink

stand up

walk

stop (walking)
run

turn

laugh

cook

say it

speak Cree
write*

speak English
touch it (animate)
touch it (inanimate)
wash your hands

waseyawiskwew
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Drill 2.3. Imperatives Said to More than

One Person

Instructions: Listen to and repeat the following commands

given to more than one person. Listen carefully for the “k”

sound at the end of each word, which indicates that you are

speaking to more than one person.

nipak
waniskak
kakisimok
kistapitehok
kasihkwek
sikahok
paminawasok
apik
micisok
minihkweék
pasikok
pimohtek
nakik
pimipahtak
kweéskik
pahpik
kisitépok
itwek
néhiyaweék
masinahikéek
akayasimok
saminihk
saminamok
kasicihcek

sleep

get up (from bed)
pray (in traditional manner)
brush your teeth
wash your face
comb your hair
prepare a meal

sit down

eat

drink

stand up

walk

stop (walking)
run

turn

laugh

cook

say it

speak Cree

write*

speak English
touch it (animate)
touch it (inanimate)
wash your hands

Cree 100
Session

2
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Notice that the
“-tan” ending
indicates the
inclusive: “Let’s
(you and me, all of
us) do something.”

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin

nipatan
waniskatan
kakisimotan
kistapitéhotan
kasihkwétan
sikahotan
paminawasotan
apitan
micisotan
minihkwétan
pasikotan
pimohtétan
nakitan
pimipahtatan
kweéskitan
pahpitan
kisitépotan
itwétan
néhiyawétan
masinahikétan
akayasimotan
saminatan
saminétan
kasicihcétan

Drill 2.4. Imperatives: Including Yourself

Instructions: Listen to and repeat the following words.

let’s sleep
let’s get up (from bed)

let’s pray (in traditional manner)

let’s brush our teeth
let’s wash our faces
let’s comb our hair
let’s prepare a meal
let’s sit down

let’s eat

let’s drink

let’s stand up

let’s walk

let’s stop (walking)
let’s run

let’s turn

let’s laugh

let’s cook

let’s say it

let’s speak Cree

let’s write*

let’s speak English
let’s touch it (animate)
let’s touch it (inanimate)
let’s wash our hands

10

waseyawiskwew
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Drill 2.5. Numbers 1 to 10

Instructions: Listen and repeat the following terms for num-  For an overview of
bers. I will read each number twice. I will start with the left- ~ 7¢/70€rs referto
Chapter 22.
hand column.
péyak one nikotwasik six
niso two téepakohp seven
nisto three ayinanéw eight
néwo four keka-mitataht nine
niyanan five mitataht ten
Drill 2.6. Numbers 1 to 10 and Nouns
Instructions: Listen to the following words for counting objects
or nouns. I will start reading down the left-hand column and
then go down the right one.
péyak atim nikotwasik piyésisak Most nouns are
. . marked in the plural
one dog six birds form (as highlighted
in bold font).
niso minosak tépakohp pahkéekinwa
two cats seven hides
nisto napéwak ayinanéw akohpa
three men eight blankets
néwo ayikisak keka-mitataht oyakana
four frogs nine dishes
niyanan waposwak mitataht masinahikana
five rabbits ten books

continued...

n
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péyak ayikis nikotwasik pakanak
one frog six nuts
niso atimwak tepakohp wawa
two dogs seven eggs
nisto iskwéwak ayinanew astotina
three women eight hats/caps
néwo maskwak keka-mitataht téhtapiwina
four bears nine chairs
niyanan ospwakanak mitataht micisowinahtikwa
five pipes ten tables

© © © 0 0 0 00000 000000000 000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 00 00

Dialogue 2.1. Greetings

This dialogue drill introduces new information and additional vocabulary not
specifically covered in any one section of your textbook.

Instructions: Listen to the following dialogue, which will be repeated
twice. Then practise the greetings below with a classmate to supplement
your understanding of how to converse with someone you have just met.

A: tanisi? Hello, how are you?

B: namoya nanitaw. Fine. And you?
kiya maka?

© © 0 0 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000000000o0

A: péyakwan. Just the same.

tanisi é-isiyihkasoyan? What is your name?
B: nitisiyihkason. = My name is

tanité é-ohciyan? Where are you from?

12



© © © ¢ 0 0 0 00 0000000000000 000000 00000000000 000000000000 000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00

Cree 100
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A: nitohcin. I am from
wahyaw anima 6ta ohci, That’s far from here,
maka ota ékwa niwikin. but I live here now.

tanité maka kiya é-ohciyan? Where are you from?
B: niya ohci. [ am from
Dialogue Vocabulary

Instructions: Listen to the following vocabulary and repeat the words
after me. I will say each word twice.

tanisi? How? (colloquially: How are you?)
namoya no

nanitaw approximately/about/perhaps
namoya nanitaw fine (a colloquial expression)

kiya you (sg.)

maka but

kiya maka? And you? (a colloquial expression)
péyakwan the same

é-isiyihkasoyan as you are called/named
nitisiyihkason I am called/named

tanité? Where?

é-ohciyan as you are from

nitohcin [ am from

wahyaw far away

anima that

ota here

ohci be from somewhere

ékwa and/now

niwikin I live/reside

niya I/me

© © © 0 0 0 0 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 00000000
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Spelling 2.1

Instructions: As I dictate vocabulary from the previous pages, write the
words in the spaces provided. You may replay the recording to listen to
the words before spelling them. I will dictate each word twice. Check
your answers against the key at the back of the book.

1. 11.
2. 12.
s 15 :
5. 15.
6. 16.
7. 17.
8. 18.
© o 19.
10. 20.

© © © 0 0 0 0 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 00000000

14
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Language Lab Session 3

Greetings, Nouns
(Singular, Plural, and
Diminutives), and Numbers

© © 0 0 0 0 0 00000 0000000000000 00000000000 000000 0000000000000 0000

Dialogue 3.1. Greetings—Introducing Someone

Instructions: Listen to the following dialogue, which will be repeated
twice, then practise the greetings below with a classmate to supplement
your understanding of how to converse with someone you have met.

Use the additional vocabulary to enhance your ability to have a basic
conversation in Cree.

A: tanisi? Hello, how are you?
B: ay, takahki! Great! / Really good!
kiya maka? How about you?

A: éyiwehk. I'm getting by.

awina wiya awa? [pointing to C] 'Who is this?

© © 0 0 0 00 0000000000000 000000 0000000000000 000 0000
© © ¢ 0 000 0000000000000 000 0000000000000 0000 000 0 00
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B: nitotém awa. This is my friend.
isiyihkasow. His/her name is
é-ohcit. He/she comes from
A: wahyaw anima. That’s far away.
tanisi? [said to C] How are you?
Dialogue Vocabulary

Instructions: Listen to the following vocabulary and repeat the words. I
will say each word twice.

tanisi How? (colloquially: How are you?)

ay! colloquial expression meaning “hey!” (with a
positive intonation)

takahki extremely good

kiya you (sg.)

maka but

éyiwehk alright/just fine

awina? Who?

wiya him/her

awa this one (here)

nitotém my friend

isiyihkasow He/she is called/named

é-ohcit as he/she comes from

wahyaw far (away)

anima that*

© © © 0 0 0 0 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 00000000

16
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Drill 3.1. Nouns—Plurals

Instructions: Listen carefully to the difference in stress pat-
terns of the following nouns as I narrate them in the singular
and plural forms. Try to mimic this pronunciation. I will move
across the rows saying the singular form first followed by the
plural form. Repeat after me.

Inanimate Nouns

Singular Plural
wapikwaniy wapikwaniya
masinahikan masinahikana
téhtapiwin téhtapiwina
iskwahtem iskwahtéma

Animate Nouns
I'll read the singular and then the plural forms just as I did
before. Repeat after me.

Singular Plural

astis astisak

atim atimwak
minos minosak
séhképayis séhképayisak
piyésis piyésisak
iskwéw iskwéwak
askihk askihkwak

17

Cree 100
Session

3

Refer to Chapter 4
for more information
on how to pluralize
animate and
inanimate nouns
using suffixes.
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Spelling 3.1

Instructions: Listen carefully to the words as I say them and spell the
words in the spaces provided. I will say each word twice. You can replay
the audio several times before attempting to spell the words. Check
your answers against the key at the back of the book.

@ © 0 0 0 0 000 000000000000 000000000000 000000000000 0000000000 e

1 8.
2 9. g
; 10 §
4. 11.
5 12
6 13.
7 14. g

© © © 0 0 0 0 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 00000000

Drill 3.2. Nouns—Diminutives:
Gender and Number

Refer to Chapter Instructions: Listen to and repeat the following Cree words. I
5 for more

information on how
to create nouns for

will say the singular form first followed by the plural form.

items or objects asiniy a rock/stone

that are smaller o

than the norm. asiniyak rocks/stones
asinisis a little rock/pebble
asinisisak little rocks/pebbles

18
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sisip a duck
sisipak ducks
sisipisis a duckling
sisipisisak ducklings
maskwa a bear
maskwak bears
maskosis acub
maskosisak cubs
ayikis a frog
ayikisak frogs
ayikisis a little frog
ayikisisak little frogs
kinépik a snake
kinépikwak snakes
kinépikos a little snake
kinépikosak little snakes
atim a dog
atimwak dogs
acimosis a little dog/puppy
acimosisak little dogs/puppies
astotin a cap/hat
astotina caps/hats
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ascocinis a little cap/hat
ascocinisa little caps/hats
téhtapiwin a chair*
tehtapiwina chairs
céhcapiwinis a little chair
céhcapiwinisa little chairs

Drill 3.3. Numbers 11 to 20

For more Instructions: Listen to the following number terms. I will read
information on

each word twice. Repeat after me.
numbers, please see

Chapter 22.
péyakosap eleven
nisosap twelve
nistosap thirteen
néwosap fourteen
niyananosap fifteen
nikotwasosap sixteen
tépakohposap seventeen
ayinanéwosap eighteen
keka-mitatahtosap nineteen
nisitanaw twenty

20
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Drill 3.4. Conversion Drill

Instructions: For this drill, I will read out a list of nouns, such
as “péyak atim,” which means “one dog,” followed by a number
other than one. Change the singular noun to its plural form.
Check your answers against the key at the back of the book.

Before we begin, listen and follow along as I say the follow-
ing three examples:

péyak atim péyakosap atimwak
nisosap nisosap atimwak
péyak minos péyakosap minosak

I will now begin the drill. Listen as I read the following nine
noun and number combinations, then write the plural form of
the noun in the space provided.

Drill Leader Student
1. péyak sisip nisosap
2. péyak maskwa nistosap

3. péyak sehképayis néwosap

4. péyak tehtapiwin niyananosap

5. péyak wapikwaniy nikotwasosap

6. péyak askihk tépakohposap

7. péyak ospwakan ayinanéwosap

8. péyak kinépik keka-mitatahtosap

9. péyak iskwew nisitanaw

21
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Notice that
numbers 11 to 19
are represented by
numbers 1 to 9 and
all have the same
additional ending.
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I
Spelling 3.2

Instructions: Listen carefully to the words as I say them and spell the
words in the spaces provided. I will repeat them twice. You can replay
the audio several times before attempting to spell the words. Check
your answers against the key at the back of the book.

1. 11.
é 2. 12. §
s 15 :
4. 14.
g 5. 15. §
6. 16. :
7. 17.
8. 18.
9. 19.
10. 20.

© © © 0 0 0 0 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 00000000
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Exercise 3.1. Fill in the Blank

Instructions: In this exercise, I will say the Cree word for each of the
English translations listed. To help you enhance your listening skills, I
will say the words in random order. Listen to and replay the recording
as often as necessary. Then write each word on the appropriate line
provided. Check your answers against the key at the back of the book.

1 5.

a pail a bear
2 6.

a cup one
3 7.

today a book
4. 8

a dish a chair

© © © 0 0 0 0 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 00000000
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Negative Imperatives,
Diminutives, Verbs,
Locatives, and Prepositions

Drill 4.1. Verbs: Negative Imperatives
or Commands

Refer to Chapter Instructions: I will say the following negative commands twice
13 for an in-depth
review of negative
imperatives—how to and first person plural (21) forms. Listen to the commands said
tell someone not to
do something.

in the second person singular (2s), second person plural (2p),

in Cree and then repeat them.

2s  ékawiya pasiko. Don’t stand up. (you, sg.)
2p ékawiya pasikok. Don’t stand up. (you, pl.)
Also note the 21 éka pasikotan. Let’s not stand up.
different form of
the negations for . ) .
first person plural 28 ékawiya api. Don't sit. (you, sg.)
@0 forms. 2p ékawiya apik. Don't sit. (you, pl.)
21 éka apitan. Let’s not sit.
2s  ékawiya miciso. Don’t eat. (you, sg.)
2p ékawiya micisok. Don't eat. (you, pl.)
21 éka micisotan. Let’s not eat.
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2s  ékawiya ayamihcike. Don’t read. (you, sg.)

2p ékawiya ayamihcikék. Don’t read. (you, pl.)

21 éka ayamihcikétan. Let’s not read.

2s  ékawiya kweski. Don’t turn. (you, sg.)

2p ékawiya kweskik. Don’t turn. (you, pl.)

21 éka kweskitan. Let’s not turn.

2s  ékawiya itweé. Don’t say it. (you, sg.)

2p éekawiya itwek. Don’t say it. (you, pl.)

21 éka itwétan. Let’s not say it.

2s  ékawiya néhiyawe. Don’t speak Cree. (you, sg.)
2p ékawiya néhiyawek. Don’t speak Cree. (you, pl.)
21 éka néhiyawétan. Let’s not speak Cree.

Drill 4.2. Review of Diminutives

Instructions: Listen to and repeat the following words. I will ~ Refer to Chapter 5
in the textbook for
more information
the diminutive form of each noun. Notice that the diminutive  on this subject.

start narrating the singular nouns on the left then I will say

forms all end in “-is” and are highlighted in bold font only to

show the changes to the nouns. Note that some of the nouns  “is” changes the
noun to a smaller
version. For
The second part of this drill lists the nouns in their plural  jnstance, the term
diminutive forms. “asikan - a stocking/
sock” becomes
“asikanis - a little

change “t” to “c” then add the “-is” ending.

Singular Diminutives stocking/sock.”
minos minosis
asikan asikanis
oyakan oyakanis
sisip sisipisis
astotin ascocinis
masinahikan masinahikanis
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wapos waposis
maskwa maskosis
ayikis ayikisis
tehtapiwin céhcapiwinis

Plural Diminutives

I will now read the plural diminutives, starting with the left-
hand column. You will notice that one adds the plural form
“-ak” or “-a” after the diminutive ending “-is.”

minosis minosisak
asikanis asikanisak
oyakanis oyakanisa
sisipisis sisipisisak
ascocinis ascocinisa
masinahikanis masinahikanisa
waposis waposisak
maskosis maskosisak
ayikisis ayikisisak
céhcapiwinis céhcapiwinisa
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Drill 4.3. Review of Verbs

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following
imperative verb forms. I will say the verbs in Cree from left to

right on each row.

Refer to Chapters
10 and 11 for
more information
on verbs in the
Imperative mode.

api miciso nipa

sit eat sleep

sikaho samina pahpi

comb your hair touch it laugh
pimipahta naki akayasimo
run stop speak English
minihkweé itwé néhiyawé
drink say it speak Cree
ayamihcikeé masinahikeé kasihkweé
read write wash your face
kasicihce waniska pimohteé
wash your hands get up walk
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For the following
three drills, refer
to Chapter 9 for
more information
on how to indicate
the location of
something or
someone.

You will notice the
change in meaning
Jjust by adding
locative suffixes.

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin

Drill 4.4. Locatives

Instructions: Listen to and repeat the following words used
to show location. Again, I will say the words across each row,
starting with the regular noun, followed by the locative form.

1. tehtapiwin
a chair

2. waskahikan
a house

3. akocikan
a cupboard*

4. oyakan
a dish/plate

5. minihkwacikan
a cup

6. tahkascikan
a refrigerator

7. askihk
a pail

8. atawewikamik
a store

9. métawéwikamik
a gymnasium

téhtapiwinihk
on the chair

waskahikanihk
in/at the house

akocikanihk
in the cupboard*

oyakanihk
in/on the dish/plate

minihkwacikanihk
in the cup

tahkascikanihk
in/on the refrigerator

askihkohk
in the pail

atawewikamikohk
at/in the store

métawéwikamikohk
in/at the gymnasium

waseyawiskwew



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Cree: Language of the Plains Jean L. Okimasis
micisowikamik micisowikamikohk
a cafe at/in the cafe

micisowinahtik
a table

oténaw
a town

néhiyaw
a Cree person

pwata
a Dakota Sioux person

asiniwipwat
an Assiniboine person

nahkawiyiniw
a Saulteaux person

29

micisowinahtikohk
on the table

otenahk
in town

néhiyanahk
Cree reserve/country

pwatinahk
Dakota Sioux reserve/country

asiniwipwatinahk
Assiniboine reserve/country

nahkawiyininahk
Saulteaux reserve/country
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Note that the
English translation
doesn’t show that
an action has
occurred. Notice
also that most of
the words end in
“-ihk” while four
other words are

altogether different.

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin

Drill 4.5. Prepositions

nohcimihk

asicayihk

ispimihk

nihcayihk

mohcihk

pihcayihk
wayawitimihk

atamihk

atamipihk

sipa/sipayihk

capasis

tahkohc

sisoné

ciki

tawayihk

tastawayihk
ayetawayihk/ayitawayihk
astamastihk

akawastéhk
mohcihtakahk/mohcihk

waseyawiskwew

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat each term after
me. I will say each word twice.

inland (Literally: at the far end
or extreme); e.g.: (sit) at the
far end

beside/against

up/upstairs

down/downstairs

down (as on the floor/ground)

inside

outside

beneath/under the pile

underwater

under (as under the chair)

lower down

on top of

along (as along the road)

near

in the middle

in between

on either side

in bright sunlight

in the shade

on the floor
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Drill 4.6. Locatives, Prepositions,
and Other Vocabulary

Instructions: Listen as I say the following ten sentences and
concentrate on the pronunciation of the locative endings. I will
narrate each sentence twice, then repeat after me.

1. oyakan astéw tahkohc tahkascikanihk.
The dish is on top of the refrigerator.

2. sipa téhtapiwinihk mékwac nipaw ana minds.
That cat is sleeping under the chair right now.

3. ispimihk ici wiyawaw ta-nipawak.
They will sleep upstairs.

4. kiyanaw ota nihcayihk kika-nipanaw.
We (incl.) will sleep down here. (downstairs)

5. mohcihk 6ta asta pitama anihi masinahikana.
Put those books here on the floor for now.

6. mahti capasis nawac masinahiké.
Please write a little lower.

7. ciki atawéwikamikohk mahti kakweé-nakihkan.
Try to park/stop near/close to the store.

8. nété nohcimihk kiyawaw apik.
Sit over there at the other end.

9. wayawitimihk aspin awasisak é-meétawécik.
The children were playing outside.

10. ispimihk anita wiya ki-iskwahtawiw.
S/he climbed up there.
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Spelling 4.1

Instructions: Listen carefully to the words as I say them, then fill in the
missing vowels. I will repeat them twice. You can replay the audio sev-
eral times before attempting to fill in the missing vowels. Check your
answers against the key at the back of the book.

1. __t m
2. t__hk hc
3. S_p___

6. s__ s _p

7. t__pw__

8. ¢ _ p s s
9. _n__ hc

© © 0 0 0 0 0 0000 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 000
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Dialogue 5.1. Studying Cree

Instructions: Listen to the following dialogue. The dialogue will be
narrated twice, then practise the greetings below with a classmate to
supplement your understanding of how to converse with someone who
is also studying Cree.

A:  tanisi?

B:  moy nanitaw.
awina kiya?

A: niya nitisiyihkason.
kiya maka?

B: nitisiyihkason niya.
é-kakweé-néehiyawéyan oma.

A: nista mina, maka métoni ayiman.

B: ahpo étikwe apisis wipac ka-néhiyawananaw.

© © ¢ 0 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000
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A: ahpo éetikweé.
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Dialogue Vocabulary

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin

waseyawiskwew

Instructions: We will now go over the dialogue vocabulary. Listen as

I narrate the following words and phrases twice, then repeat after me.

tanisi?

moy nanitaw.

awina?

kiya

niya

nitisiyihkason

kiya maka?
é-kakweé-néhiyawéyan.
oma

nista

mina

maka

ayiman.

ahpo étikwe
wipac

apisis
kika-néhiyawanaw

How? How are you?

I am fine. (collapsed version of

namoya nanitaw)
Who?
you (sg.)
[/me
I am named/called

And you?

I am trying to speak Cree.
this* (colloquial usage)
me too/also

also

but

It is difficult.
perhaps/maybe eventually
soon/early

a little bit

We (incl.) will speak Cree.

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0000
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Drill 5.1. Interrogatives

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following interrogative
words in Cree. I will say them twice, then repeat after me. Pay
attention to the stress pattern but also realize that the words
are being said out of context.

Cree 100
Session

5

Refer to Chapter
8 for an overview
of the use of
Interrogatives to
ask a question

and the question
indicator “ci.”

taniwa? Where is s/he? (animate, sg.)
taniwéhkak? Where are they? (animate, pl.)
taniweé? Where is it? (inanimate, sg.)
taniweha? Where are they? (inanimate, pl.)
tana? Which one? (animate, sg.)
taniki? Which ones? (animate, pl.)
tanima? Which one? (inanimate, sg.)
tanihi? Which ones? (inanimate, pl.)
awina? Who? (animate, sg.)

awiniki? Who? (animate, pl.)

tanisi? How? / How are you?
tanéehki? Why?

tanispihk? When?

tanité? Where?

tanitahto? How many? (numbers)
tanitahtwaw? How many times?
taniyikohk? How much? (quantity)
tanimayikohk? How much? (quantity)
tanitowahk? What kind?

kiko? What kind?
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Exercise 5.1. Fill in the Blank

Instructions: Fill in the blanks using the list of nouns below. I will say
each noun listed, moving from left to right. Repeat the word before
writing it in the correct space provided. Check your answers against the
key at the back of the book.

The words given in questions 1 to 10 are the interrogatives and the nouns

to be written in the blanks complete the question. You need to know

the classification of nouns and the rules that dictate gender and nhumber
agreement to correctly fill in the answers.

Nouns: astotin, napéwak, oyakana, iskwésisak, maskisin, Bill, piyésis,
tehtapiwina, masinahikana, néhiyawak

1. taniwehkak ? 6. tana ?
2. taniwe ? 7. taniki ?
3. taniwa ? 8. tanima ?
4. tanihi ? 9. taniwéhkak ?
5. taniwéha ?  10.taniwéha ?

Now that you have finished filling in the blanks, replay the audio and
repeat the phrases. Concentrate on the stress and intonation.

© © 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0000000000000 0000000 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000
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Exercise 5.2. Fill in the Blank

Instructions: Listen as I say the following sentences. Fill in the blanks

-

with the appropriate “-tan
at the back of the book.

word. Check your answers against the key

1. ohci kiya?
Where are you from?

2. oma ota ka-ki-astayan?
Why did you put this here?

3. anima?
What is that?

©0 0 0 0 0 0 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
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Drill 5.2. Demonstrative Pronouns

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following demonstrative  Refer to Chapter 8
of your textbook for
more information
on demonstrative
pronouns.

pronouns in the animate singular and plural forms. I will
read across the row, saying the animate singular pronoun
first then the plural pronoun. Repeat the sentences with me
while listening.

Notice that the
singular nouns
require only

Animate Singular Animate Plural

awa sisip oki asikanak the animate

this duck (here) these socks (here) demonstrative
pronoun. The plural
nouns have both

awa minos oki mitasak the plural form of

the demonstrative
pronoun and a
plural suffix. Both of
these changes are

this cat (here) these pants (here)

ana wapos
that rabbit (there)

37

aniki amowak
those bees (there)

in bold font.
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ana awasis
that child (there)

naha askihk
that pail (over there)

naha atim
that dog (over there)

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin waseyawiskwew

aniki atimwak
those dogs (there)

néki minosak
those cats (over there)

néki awasisak
those children (over there)

Now I will say the inanimate singular then the inani-

mate plural demonstrative pronouns and repeat them once.

Repeat the sentences with me while listening. Again I will

go across the row.
Inanimate Singular

oma masinahikan
this book (here)

oma astotin
this hat (here)

anima oyakan
that dish (there)

anima mohkoman
that knife (there)

néma téhtapiwin

that chair (over there)

néma maskisin
that shoe (over there)

38

Inanimate Plural

ohi oyakana
these dishes (here)

ohi masinahikana
these books (here)

anihi tehtapiwina
those chairs (there)

anihi mohkomana
those knives (there)

néhi maskisina
those shoes (over there)

neéhi astotina
those hats (over there)
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Cree: Language of the Plains Jean L. Okimasis
Exercise 5.3. Demonstrative Pronouns

Instructions: Listen to the following sentences as I narrate them and
write the appropriate demonstrative pronouns in the spaces provided.
Check your answers against the key at the back of the book.

1. atim asay ki-micisow.

This dog ate already.

2. napésisak wi-ayamihcikéwak.

These boys are going to read.

3. awasisak nohté-micisowak.

Those (over there) children want to eat.

4. nikawiy nitawéyihtam oyakan.

My mother wants this dish.

5. kiki-wapahtén ci astotin ka-ki-atawéyan?
Did you see that hat that I bought?

6. péta masinahikana ota.

Bring those (over there) books here.

7. ki-nitawéyihtam ana maskisina.

S/he wanted those shoes.

8. asay cl ki-kisipékinamwak oyakana?
Did they already wash those dishes?

9. ki-wanihkéwak aniki minihkwacikana.

They forgot those (over there) cups.

10. minos na-nipaw mékwac.

That cat is sleeping at the moment/right now.

© © 0 0 0 0 0 00 000000000 00000000 000000000000 000000000000 00000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00
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Spelling. 5.1

Instructions: Listen carefully to the words as I say them and fill in the
missing vowels in the words below. I will repeat the words twice. You
can replay the audio several times before attempting to fill in the blanks.
Check your answers against the key at the back of the book.

When you have finished this exercise, replay the audio and repeat the
words as they are being said. Make note of the short and long vowel
sounds.

© © © 0 0 0 0 0 0 000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 000000000000

1.t n_ hk 11.___ W__S__ S
2. k_sp_n 12.__skw__ s s
3. 0__p_ s __§ 13._ skw__ht m
4. p_y__s__s 4.t n__ s
5.t n t 15.m__n__ s
6. t_p__k__hp 16.__n___hc
7.t n___ 17.n__h
8. n__k 18t n_ w___
9. t__n__w__hk k 19. __spw__k_n
10.t w 20 st t

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0000
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Spelling 5.2.

Instructions: Listen carefully to the verbs as I dictate them and fill in the
missing vowels. I will repeat the words twice. You can replay the audio
several times before attempting to fill in the correct vowel. Check your
answers against the key at the back of the book.

1. __ p__ 7. n_p___

2. k_w_ 8. kw__ sk

3. n__k_ 9. m__C__ S

4. s__k _h iom__s n _h k
5. _ tw__ 11.n__p_ w___

6. p__s_k 12.m__n___hkw_

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 000000 0000000000000 00000000 00000
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For the first
two drills, refer
to Chapters 10
and 11 for more
explanations.

Imperatives and
Independent Mode,
Affirmative and Negative
Statements, Polarity
Questions, and Locatives

Drill 6.1. Imperatives and Independent Mode

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following
verbs. I will narrate the verbs moving across the rows. First, I
will say the verb in the Imperative form of the second person
singular (2s), second person plural (2p), or first person plural
(21) in the left-hand column. Then I will say the verb in this
stem form inflected for various forms of the Independent
mode in the right-hand column. It may help for you to under-
line or highlight the verb stem within the inflected form. The
first one is done for you.

Imperatives Independent

2s pahpi 1s nipahpin
28  MmIciso 1s nimicison
2s pimohté 1s nipimohtan
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28 masinahike
28 kiwé

2S  mIciso

2s atoske
2s itohteé
2p pahpik

2p micisok

2p masinahikek
2p néhiyawék
2p pimohték

21 micisotan

21 atoskétan

21 pimipahtatan
21 kiwétan

Cree 100
Session
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Jean L. Okimasis

1s nimasinahikan
2s  kikiwan

2s  kimicison

2s kitatoskan

2s  kititohtan

1p nipahpinan

1p nimicisonan

1p nimasinahikanan
1p ninéhiyawanan
1p nipimohtanan
21 kimicisonaw

21 kitatoskanaw

21 kipimipahtanaw
21 kikiwanaw

Drill 6.2. Affirmatives and Negatives

in Present Tense

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following sen-

tences in the present tense. I will say the affirmative statement

first, followed by the negative form.

Affirmative Statement
1. nipahpin.
I laugh.

2. nimicison.

I eat.

3. kinipan.
You (sg.) sleep.

4. kipimohtan.
You (sg.) walk.
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Negative Statement
namoya nipahpin.

Note that the
placement of the
term “namoya”

I do not laugh.

changes the
sentence to a

_ L negative statement.
namoya nimicison.

I do not eat.

namoya kinipan.

You (sg.) are not asleep.

namoya kipimohtan.

You (sg.) are not walking.
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Again, notice that
the placement of
the term “namoya”
changes the
sentence to a
negative statement.
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. kimasinahikan.

You (sg.) write.

néhiyawéw.
S/he speaks Cree.

mostohtéw.
S/he goes on foot.

waseyawiskwew
namoya kimasinahikan.

You (sg.) do not write.

namoya néhiyaweéw.
S/he does not speak Cree.

namoya mostohtéw.
S/he does not go on foot.

Drill 6.3. Affirmatives and Negatives
in Past Tense

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following sen-

tences in the past tense. I will say the affirmative statement first,

followed by the negative statement, moving across the row.

Affirmative Statement
1.

niki-kiwanan.

We (excl.) went home.

niki-micisonan.
We (excl.) ate.

. kiki-itohtanaw.

We (incl.) went.

kiki-pahpinaw.

We (incl.) laughed.

. kiki-nipanawaw.

You (pl.) slept.

kiki-atoskanawaw.
You (pl.) worked.
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Negative Statement
namoya niki-kiwanan.

We (excl.) did not go home.

namoya niki-micisonan.
We (excl.) did not eat.

namoya kiki-itohtanaw.
We (incl.) did not go.

namoya kiki-pahpinaw.
We (incl.) did not laugh.

namoya kiki-nipanawaw.

You (pl.) did not sleep.

namoya kiki-atoskanawaw.
You (pl.) did not work.
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7. ki-pimipahtawak. namoya ki-pimipahtawak.
They ran. They did not run.

8. ki-itohtéwak. namoya ki-itohtéwak.
They went. They did not go.

Drill 6.4. Polarity Questions

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following sen-  Refer to Chapter

tences after me. Keep in mind that you can easily just say “yes”

6 for a review of
polarity questions.

or “no” in response to the questions below.

1.

2.

Q. kinéhiyawan ci?

A. aha, ninéhiyawan.

A. namoya ninéhiyawan;
nitakayasimon piko.

A. namoya, namoya ninéhiyawan.

Q. kiki-micison ci?
A. aha niki-micison.
A. namoya niki-micison;

niki-mweéstasisinin.

A. namoya, namoya niki-micison.

A. naméskwa niki-micison.

Q. kiki-kiwan ci.

A. aha, niki-kiwan.

A. namoya niki-kiwan;
niki-otami-atoskan.

A. namoya, namoya niki-kiwan.
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Do you (sg.) speak Cree? Refer to Chapter 9
for the vocabulary

Yes, I speak Cree. in this airill

I do not speak Cree;
I speak English only.
No, I do not speak Cree.

Did you (sg.) eat?
Yes, I ate.

I did not eat;

I was late.

No, I did not eat.
I did not eat yet.

Did you (sg.) go home?
Yes, I went home.

I did not go home;

I was busy working

No, I did not go home.
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4. Q. kiki-nipan ci? Did you (sg.) sleep?
A. aha, niki-nipan. Yes, I slept.
A. namoya niki-nipan; I did not sleep;
niki-atoskan. I worked.

A. namoya, namoya niki-nipan. No, I did not sleep.

5. Q. kiki-micisonawaw ci? Did you (pl.) eat?
A. aha, niki-micisonan. Yes, we (excl.) ate.
A. namoya niki-micisonan; We (excl.) did not eat;
niki-kisitéponan. we cooked.
A. namoya, namoya No, we (excl.) did not eat.

niki-micisonan.

Drill 6.5. Locative Prepositions

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following
words after me. [ will dictate the words according to numerical
order. These terms are used to point to a specific location.

1. nohcimihk inland; at the far end

2. nihcayihk below; downstairs

3. atamihk beneath; under

4. wayawitimihk outside; outdoors

5. slpa under; underneath something
6. ispimihk up; high up; upstairs

7. atamipihk underwater

8. pihcayihk in; inside; indoors
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Spelling 6.1

Instructions: Listen carefully to the following words as I say them and
fill in the missing vowels in the words below. I will repeat the words
twice. You can replay the audio several times before filling in the blanks.
Check your answers against the key at the back of the book.

1. n__p__hp_ _n_n 11.m__s_n_h k w

2. n_h_y w_w 122m__c__s__wW__k

3. k_m ¢ s n 13.n_n__h 'y w__n
4. k_n_p_n_w__w 14.n__t t sk n n
5. n_p_w__k 15.p__hp_w

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0000
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Spelling 6.2

Instructions: Listen to the following words and sentences as I say them
in numerical order and place macrons over the vowels with the long
sounds, if there are any. You may listen to the recording several times
before placing the macrons. Check your answers against the key at the
back of the book.

Note that periods have been placed at the end of sentences.

1. atamihk 8. anohc 15. masinahikan
2. namoya 9. napew 16. nimasinahikan.
3. pahpiw. 10. nikotwasik 17. soniyaw

4. atoskew. 11. iskwesis 18. sipiy

5. niyanan 12. moswa 19. wahyaw

6. tepakohp 13. minos 20. apisis

7. taniwe. 14. niyanan 21. tapwe.

©0 © © © 0 © 0 0 0 0 000000 0000000000000 00 000000000000 00
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Dialogue 6.1. Lunch Time

Instructions: Listen to the following dialogue, illustrating a conversa-
tion between a mother and her son as she calls her children in for lunch.
The dialogue will be repeated twice. Then practise the dialogue with a

classmate.
Mother: Darren, taniwéhkak awasisak?
Darren: wayawitimihk métawéwak.
Mother: astamitik awasisak, pé-micisok ékwa.
Darren: kikway?
Mother: pé-pihtokwék sémak.
Darren: ahaw.
nitawi-micisotan!
Mother: kasicihcek ekwa.

© © 0 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000o0
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Dialogue Vocabulary

Instructions: We will now review the dialogue vocabulary. Listen to the
following words and phrases, which I will repeat twice. Then repeat the
words and phrases after me.

taniwéhkak? Where are they?
awasisak children
wayawitimihk  outside/outdoors

métawéwak. They are playing outside.
astamitik. Come. (said to more than one person)
pé- preverb denotes that the action comes
towards the speaker.
micisok. Eat. (said to more than one person.)
ékwa and/now
kikway? What?
pihtokweék come in/go in (depending where the speaker is)
sémak right away/immediately
ahaw okay
nitawi- go and (preverb)
micisotan. Let’s eat.
kasicihcek! Wash your hands! (said to more than one person)

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0000
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Preverbs and Inanimate
Intransitive Verbs—
Weather, Days of the
Week, and Seasons

Drill 7.1. Verbs with Preverbs

Refer to Chapter Instructions: Listen to the audio. I will say each sentence twice,
6 for a detailed

. then repeat after me. You will notice that the preverbs make a
explanation of

preverbs and their difference to the command.

use.
1. kiwe! Go home! (sg.)
2. ati-kiwe ékwa! Be on your way home!
3. peé-kiwé sémak! Come home immediately!
4. meétawe! Play! (sg.)
5. nitawi-métawe! Go and play! (sg.)
6. poni-métawek ékwal! Stop playing now! (pl.)
7. waniska! Get up/wake up! (sg.)
8. kakweé-waniska ékwa. Try getting up.
9. atoskek! Work! (pl.)
10. kakwe-sohki-atoskék. Try working hard.
11. nitawi-sohki-atoskétan.  Let’s go and work hard.
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12.
13.

masinahikéw ana napeésis.
nihta-masinahikew
ana napesis.
14. ati-nihta-masinahikéw
ékwa ana napesis.
15. maci-nihta-masinahikéw
ékwa wiya.

16. micisowak mékwac
awasisak.

17. kisi-micisowak ékwa
awasisak.

18. mahti kakweé-kisi-
micisok.

19. pa-péyako-métawéw
mana ana iskweésis.

20. nohteé-atoskéewak.

21. nohte-nihta-ayamihcikéwak
oki awasisak.

22. pé-yoskapi ota.

Cree 100
Session

7

Jean L. Okimasis

That boy writes.

That boy can write well.

That boy is on his way to
being a good writer.

S/he is starting to write
well.

The children are
presently eating.

The children are
finished eating.

Please try to finish
eating. (pl.)

That girl usually plays by
herself. (alone)

They want to work.

These children want to
be able to read well.

Come and sit here.
(on a soft seat) (pl.)

Drill 7.2. Inanimate Intransitive Verbs

(VII-1)—Weather

Instructions:

Independent word translates to a whole sentence in English.
I will say the word in each row first in the Independent mode
and then in the Conjunct mode. Repeat the words more than
once so that you remember the terms for weather.

First, I will ask the question:

Q. tanisi é-isiwepahk?

51

Listen to the audio and notice that the

What is the weather like?

For the next

three drills, refer
to Chapter 14

for a detailed
explanation of the
use of inanimate
intransitive verbs
to express natural
happenings or
states such as
weather, days of the
week, and seasons.
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The following are possible answers to this question.

Independent
Mode
waséskwan.
yotin.
sohkiyowéw.
kimiwan.
kimiwasin.

pahkipéstaw.

sikipéstaw.
kaskanawipéstaw.

yikwaskwan.
yikowan.
piwan.
mispon.

kisinaw.
tahkayaw.

aywestin.
papéskwatastan.

kamwatan.
mayi-kisikaw.
maci-kisikaw.

English

Translation

It is sunny.

It is windy.

It is a strong wind.

It is raining.

It is drizzling.

Raindrops are
beginning to fall.

It is pouring rain.

It is misty.
(light drizzle)

It is cloudy.

It is foggy.

It is drifting. (snow)

It is snowing.

It is very cold.
(weather only)

It is cold.
(temperature)

It is calm.

The snow is drifting
into piles/ridges.

It is calm.

It’s a miserable day.

It’s a miserable day.
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Conjunct
Mode
é-waséskwahk
é-yotik
é-sohkiyowek
é-kimiwahk
é-kimiwasik

é-pahkipéstak

é-sikipestak
é-kaskaniwipéstak

é-yikwaskwahk
é-yikowahk
é-piwahk
é-mispok
é-kisinak

é-tahkayak

é-ayweéstik
é-papéskwatastahk

é-kamwatahk
é-mayi-kisikak
é-maci-kisikak
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Drill 7.3. VII-1—Time of Day

Instructions: Listen to the audio. I will say the word in each
row first in the Independent mode and then in the Conjunct
mode. Repeat the words more than once so that you remem-
ber the terms for the time of day.

Independent English Conjunct

Mode Translation Mode

kisikaw. It is day. é-kisikak
kikisépayaw. It is morning. é-kikisépayak
apihta-kisikaw. It is midday. é-apihta-kisikak
otakosin. It is evening. é-otakosik
tipiskaw. It is dark/night. é-tipiskak
apihta-tipiskaw. It is midnight. é-apihta-tipiskak
wawaninakwan. It is twilight. é-wawaninakwahk

Drill 7.4. VII-1—Days of the Week

Instructions: Listen to the audio. I will say the word in each
row first in the Independent mode and then in the Conjunct
mode. Repeat the words more than once so that you remem-
ber the terms for the days of the week.

Independent English Conjunct

Mode Translation Mode

péyako-kisikaw. It is the first day. é-péyako-kisikak
(Monday)

niso-kisikaw. It is the second day. é-niso-kisikak
(Tuesday)

nisto-kisikaw. It is the third day.  é-nisto-kisikak
(Wednesday)

néwo-kisikaw. It is the fourth day. é-néwo-kisikak
(Thursday)
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niyanano-kisikaw. It is the fifth day. = é-niyanano-kisikak

(Friday)

nikotwaso-kisikaw. It is the sixth day. é-nikotwaso-kisikak
(Saturday)

ayamihéwi-kisikaw. It is prayer day. é-ayamihéwi-kisikak
(Sunday)

Listen as I narrate additional vocabulary to express time.
Repeat after me.

wapahki tomorrow
awasi-wapahki the day after tomorrow
otakosihk yesterday
awasotakosihk the day before yesterday

Spelling 7.1

Instructions: Listen as I say the following weather terms then place
macrons over the appropriate long vowel sounds. I will say each term
twice. Check your answers against the key at the back of the book.

1. yotin 7. waseskwan

. sikipestaw 8. yikwaskwan

3. piwan 9. newo-kisikaw
4. pahkipestaw 10.yikowan

5. ayamihewi-kisikaw 11.tahkayaw

6. kisinaw 12.sohkiyowew
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Spelling 7.2

Instructions: Fill in the missing vowels as I dictate the following words.
I will repeat them twice. Remember that long vowel sounds require
macrons. You can replay the audio several times before attempting to
fill in the blanks. Check your answers against the key at the back of
the book.

1. k_m w n 11.m__sp_ n

2. n_s -k s k w 12.k_sk_n_w__p st w
3. _yw__st_n 13.y__kw__skw__n

4. p_p_skw_t st n 14.n_k _tw_s -k s k w
5. K _mw_t n 15.t__hk_y w

6. n_st -k s k w 16k _m_w_ s n

7. w__s__skw__n 17._y_m_h_w_-k_s_k w
8. s_k_ p_ st w 18.p_y _k -k sk w

9. p__w_n 19.y_t _n

1o0.n_y_n_n_-k s k w =20y_k w_n

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0000
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Drill 7.5. Inanimate Intransitive Verbs
with Preverbs

Refer to both Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following sen-
Chapters 6 and 14

o tences after me. I will say each sentence twice.
for this drill.

1. maci-mispon. It is beginning to snow.
2. poOni-mispon. It stopped snowing.

3. maci-kimiwan. It is beginning to rain.
4. poni-kimiwan. It stopped raining.

5. pé-yikwaskwan. It is getting cloudy.

(in the distance)

Drill 7.6. Seasons

Refer to Chapter Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following sen-
15 for further

information for this
arill. the present tense.

tences after me. I will say each sentence twice, starting with

Present Tense

1. pipon. It is winter.
2. sikwan/miyoskamin. It is spring.
3. nipin. It is summer.
4. takwakin. It is fall.

Now I will narrate the terms used to refer to seasons past.
Notice that the ending “-0hk” does not work for the term
“miyoskamin” in the past, unlike the other terms here.

Past

1. piponohk last winter/this past winter

2. sikwanohk last spring/this past spring

3. nipinohk last summer/this past summer
4. takwakohk last fall/this past fall
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Next, I will dictate the same terms used to refer to future

seasons.

Future

1. pipohki when it is winter/this coming
winter

2. sikwahki/miyoskamiki ~ when it is spring/this coming
spring

3. nipihki when it is summer/this
coming summer

4. takwakiki when it is fall/this coming fall

© © © 0 0 0000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000000 0000000000000 00

Exercise 7.1. Matching: Weather, Days of the Week,
and Seasons

Instructions: Match column A with the correct meaning in column B.
Listen as I say the words in column A, then place the number beside
the correct meaning in column B. Check your answers against the key
at the back of the book.

A B

1. mispon. a. ___ Itis windy.

2. nipin. b. ___ Itis cold. (refers to temperature)
3. nisto-kisikaw. c. __ Itis fall/autumn.

4. waséskwan. d. __ Itis snowing.

5. takwakin. e. ___ Itisspring.

6. yotin. f. ___ Itis summer.

7. kisinaw. g. __ Itis clear/sunny.

8. ayamihéwi-kisikaw. h.___ Itis Wednesday/the third day.
9. sikwan. i. __ Itisvery cold. (refers to weather)
10. tahkayaw. j. ___ Itis prayer day.
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Spelling 7.3

Instructions: Fill in the missing vowels as I dictate the following terms
for weather and seasons. I will repeat them twice. Remember that long
vowel sounds require macrons. You can replay the audio several times
before attempting to fill in the blanks. Check your answers against the
key at the back of the book.

1. n__p_n 8. k s n w

2. p__p_.n 90t _kw_k n

3. s _kw_n 10.n__p_ n__hk

4. p__p_ n__hk 11.m__y_ sk _m_ n
5. m__y_ sk m_k__ 12.p__p__hk__

6. w_s skw_n 13.s__kw__n_ hk

7. t__kw__k_hk 14.n__p__hk_
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Animate Intransitive
Verbs and Pronouns,
Months, and Dates

Drill 8.1. Review of Imperatives

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following
commands after me. Note that the placement of the Cree
term to tell someone “Don’t (do something)” is located before
verb forms 2s, 2p, and 21. I will start with the affirmative com-
mands in the Imperative mode and say each word twice.

Imperative Mode

25  api! Sit!
2p apik! Sit!
21 apitan. Let’s sit.

Negative Imperative

2s  ékawiya api! Don't sit!
2p ékawiya apik! Don't sit!
21 ékawiya apitan. Let’s not sit.
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10 for a review

of the Imperative
mode, which

is used to give
orders, commandss,
invitations, or
requests.
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Drill 8.2. Conjugation of Animate
Intransitive Verbs

For a detailed Instructions: Listen as I say each sentence twice, then repeat
explanation of the

e after me. You may want to review this drill more than once. I
conjugation of

animate intransitive will start with the present tense.
verbs, refer to
Chapter T1.
Present Tense
Notice that the 1s nimicison. I eat.
vowel “0” on the P
2 kimicison. Y . .
verb stem does not s < €150 ou (sg ) eat
change. 3S  micisow. S/he eats.
3’s micisoyiwa. His/her (sg.) eats.
1p nimicisonan. We (excl.) eat.
21 kimicisonaw. We (incl.) eat.
2p kimicisonawaw. You (pl.) eat.
3p micisowak. They eat.
3’p micisoyiwa. His/her (pl.) eat.

Now I will narrate the following sentences in the past tense.
Notice that the past tense form is underlined for emphasis.
Repeat after me.

Past Tense
1s  niki-pahkwésikanihkan. I made bannock.
2s  kiki-pahkwésikanihkan.  You (sg.) made

bannock.
3s  ki-pahkwésikanihkéew. S/he made bannock.
3’s ki-pahkwésikanihkéyiwa. His/her (sg.) made
bannock.

1p niki-pahkwésikanihkanan. We (excl.) made
bannock.

21 kiki-pahkweésikanihkanaw. We (incl.) made
bannock.
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2p kiki-pahkwésikanihkanawaw. You (pl.) made

3p ki-pahkwésikanihkéwak.

3’p ki-pahkwésikanihkéyiwa.

bannock.
They made bannock.
His/her _ (pl.)
made bannock.

Drill 8.3. Personal Pronouns

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following

pronouns.
1s niya
2s  kiya
3s  wiya

1p niyanan
21 kiyanaw
2p kiyawaw
3p Wwiyawaw

I/me

you (sg.)
her/him/it

we/us (excl.)
we/us (incl.)
you (pl.)
they/them

Drill 8.4. Inclusive Personal Pronouns

Instructions: Listen as I say the following inclusive pronouns,

then repeat after me.

1S nista
2s kista
3s  wista

1p nistanan
21  kistanaw
2p kistawaw
3p wistawaw

me too/also
you too/also (sg.)
him/her too/also

us too/also (excl.)
us too/also (incl.)
you too/also (pl.)
them/they too/also
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drills and others
below, refer to
Chapter 7 for more
information on
personal pronouns
and inclusive
pronouns.

Recall that these
ppronouns can mean
“me too/also,” “you
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depending on the
situation.
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Drill 8.5. More Animate Intransitive Verbs

Instructions: As you listen to the audio and repeat the follow-
ing verbs, remember that they are in the Imperative mode and
say each command twice.

atoské work

mato cry

sésawipahta jog

pahpi laugh

nima pack a lunch
kiyoké visit

pwatisimo dance pow-wow
sipweéhté leave
pahkwésikanihke make bannock
nimihito dance

kotaweé make a fire
itahtopiponé be of a certain age

Drill 8.6. Imperatives and Personal Pronouns

You can review Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following words
Chapters 7 and 10

o after me. While doing so, remember that the second word is a
to help with this

arill. personal pronoun. I will read each column beginning at the top.
2s api kiya 2s pimohté kiya
2s atoske kiya 2s pahpi kiya
2s pwatisimo kiya 2s pimipahta kiya
2s mato kiya 2s nimihito kiya
2p pasikok kiyawaw 2p akayasimok kiyawaw

2p waniskak kiyawaw 2p nipak kiyawaw

2p kiwek kiyawaw 2p micisok kiyawaw

21 nahapitan kiyanaw 21 néhiyawétan kiyanaw
21 nimatan kiyanaw 21 minihkwétan kiyanaw
21 sipwéhtétan kiyanaw 21 sésawipahtatan kiyanaw
21 kisitépotan kiyanaw 21 kotawétan kiyanaw
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Drill 8.7. Inclusive Personal Pronouns

Cree 100
Session

8

and Animate Intransitive Verbs

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following sen-

” o«

tences. Note that the sentences translate as “me too/also,” “you

too/also,” etc.

1S

28

3S

1p

21

2p

3P

niwi-kawisimon nista.

I am going to bed too.

kiwi-ayamihcikan ci kista.
Are you (sg.) going to read too?

ki-micisow asay wista.
S/he, too, ate already.

nistanan niki-atoskanan otakosihk.
We, too, worked yesterday.

kistanaw kika-nitawi-sésawipahtanaw mweéstas.
We, too, will go and jog later.

kiki-micisonawaw ci kistawaw.
Did you (pl.) eat too?

wi-pé-kiyokéwak anohc wistawaw.
They, too, are intending to come to visit today.
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Drill 8.8. Months

Refer to Chapter 15 Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following
for a more detailed
explanation of the
use of inanimate for moon, “pisim,” is constant in these names for the months.
intransitive verbs to

refer to the passage

words. I will say each term twice. Notice that the Cree word

of time. 1. kisé-pisim January
2. mikisiwi-pisim February
3. niski-pisim March
4. ayiki-pisim April
5. sakipakawi-pisim May
6. paskawihowi-pisim June
7. paskowi-pisim July
8. ohpahowi-pisim August
9. takwaki-pisim/nocihitowi-pisim September
10. pimihawi-pisim October
11. iyikopiwi-pisim November
12. pawacakinasisi-pisim December

Drill 8.9. Numbers 20 to 31
Refer to Chapter Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following

22 for more
information on
numbers. that, except for the numbers 20 and 30, one adds the teen

words for numbers. I will say each number twice. Remember

numbers to 20.

20 nisitanaw

21 nisitanaw péyakosap

22 nisitanaw nisosap

23 nisitanaw nistosap

24, nisitanaw néwosap

25 nisitanaw niyananosap
26 nisitanaw nikotwasosap
27 nisitanaw tépakohposap
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28 nisitanaw ayinanéwosap

29 nisitanaw kéka-mitatahtosap
30 nistomitanaw

31 nistomitanaw péyakosap

Drill 8.10. Month, Date, and Day of the Week

Instructions: Read along as I narrate the following sentences
and note the suffixes “-yiki,” which is used for future days, and
“-ihci” and “-ki,” which are used for calendar dates showing
that a person is going to do something.

1. ayénanéw akimaw awa takwaki-pisim.
This Autumn Moon is counted eight. or
It is September 8th.

2. niso-kisikaw anohc, niyananosap akimaw awa
takwaki-pisim.
It is Tuesday, the 15th of September.

3. nisosap akimihci ayiki-pisim coniy ta-tipiskam.
When the Frog Moon is counted twelve, Joan will have
a birthday. or
Joan will have her birthday on the 12th of April.

4. nikotwaso-kisikayiki nohkom wi-pé-kiyokéw.
When it is the sixth day, my grandmother is coming to
visit. or
My grandmother is coming to visit on Saturday.

5. ayamihéwi-kisikaki niwi-nipan kapé-kisik.
When it is Sunday, I am going to sleep all day.
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For a detailed
explanation of the
conjugation of
animate intransitive
verbs, refer to
Chapter T1.

Remember that the
“e” changes to an
“@”inls, 2s, 1p, 21,
and 2p.

Language Lab Session 9

Animate Intransitive Verbs
(continued), Independent
and Conjunct Modes

Drill 9.1. Independent Mode

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following sen-

tences. I will say each sentence twice.

1s
28
3s
3’s
1p
21
2p
3p
3p

ninéhiyawan.
kinéhiyawan.
néhiyawéw.
néhiyawéyiwa.
ninéhiyawanan.
kineéhiyawanaw.

kinéhiyawanawaw.

néhiyawéwak.
néhiyaweéyiwa.

I speak Cree.

You (sg.) speak Cree.

S/he speaks Cree.

His/her ____ (sg.) speaks Cree.
We (excl.) speak Cree.

We (incl.) speak Cree.

You (pl.) speak Cree.

They speak Cree.

Their ____ (pl.) speak Cree.
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Drill 9.2. Conjunct Mode

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following

phrases after me. I will say each one twice.

1s
28
3S

’

3’s

1p
21
2p
3p
3'p

é-néhiyaweéyan as I speak Cree
é-néhiyawéyan as you (sg.) speak Cree
é-néhiyaweét as s/he speaks Cree
é-néehiyaweyit as his/her _____ (sg.)

speaks Cree
é-néhiyaweéyahk as we (excl.) speak Cree
é-néehiyaweyahk as we (incl.) speak Cree
é-néhiyaweéyeék as you (pl.) speak Cree
é-néhiyaweécik as they speak Cree
é-nehiyaweyit as their ____ (pl.) speak Cree

Drill 9.3. Review of Sentences

Instructions: Read along as I narrate the following sentences

and pay attention to the Cree and English verb forms, especial-

ly the suffixes (endings).

tanité minos e-nipat?
Where is the cat sleeping?

anita sipa micisowinahtikohk mana nipaw.
It usually sleeps right there under the table.

é-nihta-néhiyawet ci ana iskwésis?
Is that little girl able to speak Cree?

aha, nihta-néhiyaweéw.
Yes, she can speak Cree.
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5. niki-wapamawak aniki awasisak e-métawecik
wayawitimihk otakosihk.
I saw those children playing outside yesterday.

6. tanitahto tipahikan mana é-waniskayan?
What time do you (sg.) usually get up?

Drill 9.4. Questions and Answers

Instructions: Read along as I narrate the following sentences
and pay attention to the Cree and English verb forms.

1. tanité é-wi-itohtéyan?
Where are you intending to go?

2. oténahk kéhcinac nika-itohtan.
It is possible that I will go to town.

3. aspin wiyawaw métawéwikamikohk é-itohtécik.
They’re gone to the gym.

4. taniwa ékwa wiya kitotém?
Where is your friend?

5. soniyawikamikohk.
At the bank.
6. taniweha kimasinahikana?

Where are your books?

7. micisowinahtikohk astéwa.
They are on the table.
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8. taniwehkak kiskinwahamawakanak?
Where are the students?

9. asay ati-kiwéwak.
They are already on their way home.

© © © 0 0 0000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000000 0000000000000 00

Exercise 9.1. Independent and Conjunct Modes

Instructions: Listen as I dictate the verb in the Independent mode on
the left side two times, then write each verb in the Conjunct mode in
the space provided. Check your answers against the key at the back of
the book.

Before we begin this exercise, listen as I say the following three
examples. Note that I will only be saying the words in the left-hand
column. I will not be saying the verb in the Conjunct mode, which you
will have to write.

Independent Mode Conjunct Mode
1s nimicison é-micisoyan

1s ninipan é-nipayan

1s niwaniskan é-waniskayan

We will now begin the exercise.
Independent Mode Conjunct Mode

1. (1s) nipahpin

2. (2s) kimicison

3. (2s) kinipan

4. (2s) kiwaniskan
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11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin

(2s) kipahpin

waseyawiskwew

(3s) apiw

(3s) ayamihcikéw

(3s) masinahikéw

(38) kiwew

. (3s) apiyiwa

. (3’s) ayamihcikéyiwa

. (3’s) masinahikéyiwa

. (3’s) kiweyiwa

. (1p) nisipwéhtanan

. (1p) nipimohtanan

. (1p) nipimipahtanan

. (1p) nisésawipahtanan

. (21) kisipwéhtanaw

. (21) kipimohtanaw

. (21) kipimipahtanaw

. (21) kisesawipahtanaw
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22. (2p) kipaminawasonawaw

23. (2p) kikisitéeponawaw

24. (2p) kipahkwésikanihkanawaw

25. (2p) kinimanawaw

26. (3p) itohtéwak

27. (3p) métawewak

28. (3p) pahpiwak

29. (3p) pwatisimowak

30. (3’p) nakiyiwa

31. (3'p) métaweéyiwa

N

32. (3'p) kotaweéyiwa

© © 0 0 0 0000000000000 000000000000 000000 0000000000000 000000000o0
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Refer to Chapters 11
and 17 for detailed
descriptions and
information on
these third person
forms.

Third Person,
Future Conditional,
and Vital Statistics

Drill 10.1. Third Person Singular, Plural,
and Obviative

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following
sentences. Read along as I narrate the Cree sentences, then
underline only the verb stems in each. Notice the suffixes for
the third person singular and plural and the obviative. The first
sentence is done for you. You may have to listen to these more
than once. Check your answers against the key at the back of
the book.

Talking about Talking about
Third Person Third Person’s Friend

1. cac awa isiyihkasow. hériy isiyihkasoyiwa cac

ototéma.
This one is named George’s friend is called
George. Harry.
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2. miywéyihtam cac.

George is happy.

3. masinahikéw mériy,
namoya ayamihcikéw.
Mary is writing, not
reading.

. cac ékwa mériy
micisowak mékwac.
George and Mary are
eating right now.

5. caniy métoni tahcipow.

Johnny is very stout/fat.

Cree 100
Session

10

Jean L. Okimasis

miywéyihtamiyiwa cac
ototéma ékosi mistahi
pahpiyiwa.

George’s friend is happy, so
he (his friend) laughs a lot.

maka wiya ototéma
mériy ayamihcikéyiwa.
But Mary’s friend is reading.

ototémiwawa mina
micisoyiwa.
Their friends are eating also.

ototéma mina caniy
tahcipoyiwa.

Johnny’s friend is also
stout/fat.

Drill 10.2. Future Conditionals

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following sentences in
Cree and repeat after me. I will dictate the present tense first
and then move across the row to the Future Conditional
example. Observe the changes that occur to the present tense

For the following
drill and exercises,
refer to Chapter
14 for a detailed
look at the Future
Conditional form.

of the inanimate intransitive verb when it is in the Future

Conditional form.
Present Tense

1. wapan.
It is daylight/morning.
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It is morning.

3. apihta-kisikaw.
It is noon.

4. pon-apihta-kisikaw.

It is afternoon.

5. otakosin.
It is late afternoon/
evening.

6. tipiskaw.
It is dark/night.

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin waseyawiskwew

when/if it is morning

apihta-kisikaki
when/if it is noon (at noon)

pon-apihta-kisikaki
when/if it is afternoon (in
the/this afternoon)

otakosiki
when/if it is late afternoon/
evening (in the/this evening)

tipiskaki
when/if it is dark/night
(tonight)

© © © 0 0000 00000000000 00000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0 00000

Exercise 10.1. Time of Day

Instructions: Listen to the following sentences as I read them and fill

in the blanks by translating the English words to Cree. Check your

answers against the key at the back of the book.

1. niwi-itohtanan micisowikamikohk

2. ki-pé-kiyokéwak aniki

at noon

last night

3. kawisimotan ékwa.

It is dark/night.
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4. poni-kimiwahki ici kika-métawanawaw wayawitimihk

this evening

ici kika-sipwéhtanaw.

When it is daylight

6. wi-nitawi-pakasimowak awasisak anohc

this afternoon

@0 0 0 0000000000000 000000000 0 00
@ e 0000000000000 00000000000 0 00
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Drill 10.3 Miscellaneous Vocabulary

Instructions: Listen to the audio. I will say each Cree word
twice, then repeat after me.

wipac early/soon

otakosihk yesterday

askaw sometimes

mweéstas later

patima later on

asay already

kisowahpison a scarf

posiw. S/he boards.

mitas trousers

nikamow. S/he sings.

namoya wihkac never

namoya céskwa not yet
awasotakosihk the day before yesterday
namoya pitama not for now

wipacis in a little while
apihkeéw. S/he has braids. (hair)
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osawistikwanéw. S/he has red hair.
kapaw. S/he comes ashore.
kinwaniskweéw. S/he has long hair.
asikanak socks/stockings

Drill 10.4. Vital Statistics

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following sentences in Cree
twice and repeat after me. Take note of the Future Conditional
forms of the verbs.

1. péyak akimihci ohpahowi-pisim nimis ta-tipiskam.
My older sister will have a birthday on August 1st.

My older sister’s birthday is August 1st.

2. tanispihk kiya ka-tipiskaman?
When is your birthday?

3. kéka-mitataht akimihci paskawihowi-pisim.
On June oth.

4. tanitahto kicisanak ihtasiwak?
How many siblings do you have?

5. néwo nicisanak, nisto iskweésisak ékwa péyak napésis.
My four siblings, three girls and one boy.

6. tanitahtopiponéyan?
How old are you?

7. nisitanaw nistosap nitispihtisin.
[ am 23 years old.

76



Cree 100
Session

1

Review of the Audio
Labs in Cree 100

Drill 11.1. Miscellaneous Vocabulary

Instructions: Listen to the audio. I will say each word twice,
then repeat after me.

1. napew a man

2. mitas a pair of trousers
3. astis a mitten

4. tapiskakan a scarf

5. masinahikanahtik a pen

6. napesis a boy

7. iskwesis a girl

8. iskwew a woman

9. astotin a hat/cap
10. iskwahtém a door

11. masinahikan a book

12. wasénikan a window
13. maskisin a shoe

14. miskotakay a coat/dress
15. micisowinahtik a table
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16. masinahikéwinapisk  a chalkboard

17. masinahikéwinahtik  a desk

18. téhtapiwin a chair

19. kasthikan a chalkboard brush
20. masinahikéwasiniy chalk

21. asikan a sock
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Exercise 11.1. Matching Months

Instructions: Listen to the narration of Cree months in column B. Then
match the English translations in column A with the Cree months in
column B. The first one is done for you. Check your answers against the
key at the back of the book.
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. A B .
1. The Budding Moon a. __7 _ paskawihowi-pisim .
2. The Flying Up Moon b._____ ihkopiwi-pisim
: 3. The Great Moon c.__ sakipakawi-pisim
4. The Frog Moon d._ takwaki-pisim .
. 5. The Autumn Moon e. kisé-pisim
6. The Frost-Exploding f. ohpahowi-pisim
Trees Moon .
. 7. The Hatching Moon g.__ ayiki-pisim
8. The Goose Moon h.__ paskowi-pisim
9. The Moulting Moon i pawacakinasisi-pisim .
. 10. The Frost Moon j. _____ niski-pisim
11. The Eagle Moon k. pimihawi-pisim .
12. The Migrating Moon l. _ mikisiwi-pisim

This concludes the Cree 100 language lab sessions.
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Animate Intransitive Verbs
(VAI) and Calendar Dates

Drill 12.1. Review of VAI Verb Conjugation

Instructions: Sit with your eyes closed and listen as I conjugate
a valI verb “api,” which means “to sit.” Do you remember the
difference between the Independent and Conjunct modes?
Remind yourself of the significance of the numbers, the person
indicators, and the placement of the verb stem.

I will conjugate the verb “api” first in the Independent mode
and then in the Conjunct. Repeat after me.

“api — sit”
Independent Mode Conjunct Mode
1s  nitapin 1s é-apiyan
2s  kitapin 25 é-apiyan
3s apiw 3s e-apit
3’s apiyiwa 3’s é-apiyit
1p nitapinan 1p é-apiyahk
21 kitapinaw 21 é-apiyahk
2p kitapinawaw 2p é-apiyéek
3p apiwak 3p é-apicik
3’p apiyiwa 3’p é-apiyit
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Drill 12.2. Review of Additional Verbs
Instructions: In this second drill, notice that several additional
verbs are used to demonstrate the vAI conjugation. I will con-
jugate the verbs first in the Independent mode and then in the

You may wish Conjunct. Repeat after me.

to consult the
vocabulary list in

your textbook. Independent Mode Conjunct Mode
1s  nimicison 1s é-micisoyan
2s  kipahpin 2s é-pahpiyan
3s néhiyawew 3s é-néehiyawét
3’s minihkwéyiwa 3’s é-minihkwéyit
1p nimicisonan 1p é-micisoyahk
21 kipahpinaw 21 é-pahpiyahk
2p kinéhiyawanawaw  2p é-néhiyawéyék
3p itohtéwak 3p é-itohtécik
3’p kiwéyiwa 3’p é-kiweyit
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Exercise 12.1. Verb Stems

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the verb stems. Write each verb stem in
the spaces provided. Then in the second and third columns, write the
inflections (prefixes and suffixes or endings) that mark the Independent
and Conjunct modes. Note that I will only narrate the verb stems. The
rest of this exercise is written. Check your answers against the key at
the back of the book.

Verb Stems Independent Conjunct
Inflections Inflections

1s

28

3S

3S

ip

21

2p

3p

3’p

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0000
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Dialogue 12.1. Travel

Instructions: This dialogue section has been divided into two parts.
The first is a list of vocabulary, which we will dictate. Second, there is
a sample conversation phrase using the vocabulary, which we will read.
Listen and follow along with the vocabulary and sample phrasing. We
will repeat the entire conversation at the end. Afterwards role play the
dialogue with a fellow student in the role of Bob or Betty.

1. Vocabulary: tanite? where?

é-itohtéyan as you (sg.) go

wi- preverb: Future Intentional
Bob: tanité e-wi-itohtéyan?

Where are you going?

2. Vocabulary: minisihk City of Saskatoon
ispiso travel by vehicle
wi- preverb: Future Intentional

niwi-ispisonan ~ we (excl.) are travelling to
niyanano-kisikaw Friday

niyanano-kisikaki when it is Friday

niya me/mine

ékwa and

Betty:  niya ékwa Mary niwi-ispisonan minisihk niyano-kisikaki.
Mary and I are going (travelling) to Saskatoon on Friday.

3. Vocabulary: awina? who?
wi- preverb: Future Intentional
wapam see him/her
ékoté over there

Bob: awina é-wi-wapamayék eékote?

Who are you going to see there?

e e e e e 0 0 o
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4. Vocabulary: nimis my older sister
ototéma his/her friend
ékwa and
mina also

Betty: nimis Joan ékwa mina Joe, Mary ototéma.
My older sister Joan and also Joe, Mary’s friend.

5. Vocabulary: ahpo étikwé perhaps
mina also
kiyokaw visit him/her
kispin if
api be at home
nohkom my grandmother

Betty:  ahpo étikweé nika-kiyokawaw nohkom kispin apici.
Perhaps I will visit my grandmother if she’s home.

6. Vocabulary: miciso eat

nitawi- go and (preverb)

nohtéhkatée to be hungry

ci question indicator

oma this (demonstrative pronoun)
Bob: é-nitawi-micisoyan oma, kinohtéhkatan ci?

I'm going to eat. Are you hungry?

7. Vocabulary: aha yes
tanité  where?
maka  but
ke- (preverb) shall
miciso eat

Betty:  aha, tanité maka ké-micisoyahk?
Yes, where shall we eat?

Cree 101
Session
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8. Vocabulary: piko ita anywhere (colloquial)
tanité where?
kiya you
nohté- want to
miciso eat
Bob: piko ita, tanité kiya kinohté-micison?

Betty:

Bob:

Anywhere. Where do you want to eat?

piko ita.
Anywhere.

ahaw.
Okay.

Conversation without Vocabulary Breakdown

Bob:
Betty:
Bob:
Betty:

Bob:
Betty:
Bob:
Betty:
Bob:

tanité é-wi-itohtéyan?

niya ékwa Mary niwi-ispisonan minisihk niyano-kisikaki.
awina é-wi-wapamayék ékoté?

nimis Joan éwa mina Joe, Mary ototéma.

ahpo étikwé nika-kiyokawaw nohkom kispin apici.
é-nitawi-micisoyan 6ma, kinohtéhkatan ci?

aha, tanité maka ké-micisoyahk?

piko ita, tanité kiya kinohté-micison?

piko ita.

ahaw.
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Drill 12.3. Calendar Dates

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following

numbers for calendar dates. I will move across each row, say-

ing the date in the Independent mode first, followed by the

Conjunct. First, I will start with the dates from 1 to 10.

O 0 N O Lt bW N e

[
o

Independent Mode
péyak akimaw

niso akimaw

nisto akimaw

néwo akimaw
niyanan akimaw
nikotwasik akimaw
tépakohp akimaw
ayénanéw akimaw
kéka-mitataht akimaw
mitataht akimaw

Conjunct Mode
péyak é-akimiht

niso é-akimiht

nisto é-akimiht
néwo é-akimiht
niyanan é-akimiht
nikotwasik é-akimiht
tépakohp é-akimiht
ayénanéw é-akimiht
keka-mitataht e-akimiht
mitataht é-akimiht

Next, the teen numbers are fairly straightforward. Listen to

and repeat after me as I say the following numbers for calendar

dates from 11 to 19. I will start with the Independent mode

and continue across with the Conjunct mode of the calendar

date. Notice there are two ways to say 19.

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Independent Mode
péyakosap akimaw
nisosap akimaw
nistosap akimaw
néwosap akimaw
niyananosap akimaw
nikotwasosap akimaw
tépakohposap akimaw
ayénanéwosap akimaw

Conjunct Mode
péyakosap é-akimiht
nisosap é-akimiht
nistosap é-akimiht
néwosap é-akimiht
niyananosap é-akimiht
nikotwasosap é-akimiht
téepakohposap é-akimiht
ayénanéwosap é-akimiht

Cree 101
Session

12

Refer to Chapter
15 for more
information on the
seasons, months,
and weekdays.
Since there were
no weekdays or
calendars, the Cree
people used the
moon to determine
the seasons and
months. Note

that the following
numbers are used
only for calendar
dates. For more
information, refer
to the dictionary by
Arok Wolvengrey,
nehiyawewin:
itwewina/Cree:
Words, Volume 2:
English-Cree, page
622.
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19

keka-mitatahtosap akimaw kéka-mitatahtosap

é-akimiht

(or kékac-nisitanaw akimaw) (or kékac-nisitanaw

é-akimiht)

Finally, listen and repeat as I say the following numbers for

calendar dates from 20 to 31. As above, I will start with the

Independent mode and continue across with the Conjunct

mode of the calendar date.

20
21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
31

Independent Mode
nisitanaw akimaw
nisitanaw-péyakosap
akimaw
nisitanaw-nisosap
akimaw
nisitanaw-nistosap
akimaw
nisitanaw-néwosap
akimaw
nisitanaw-niyananosap
akimaw
nisitanaw-nikotwasosap
akimaw
nisitanaw-tépakohposap
akimaw
nisitanaw-ayénanéwosap
akimaw
kekac-nistomitanaw
akimaw
nistomitanaw akimaw
nistomitanaw-péyakosap
akimaw

Conjunct Mode
nisitanaw é-akimiht
nisitanaw-péyakosap
é-akimiht
nisitanaw-nisosap
é-akimiht
nisitanaw-nistosap
é-akimiht
nisitanaw néwosap
é-akimiht
nisitanaw-niyananosap
é-akimiht
nisitanaw-nikotwasosap
é-akimiht
nisitanaw-tépakohposap
é-akimiht
nisitanaw ayénanéwosap
é-akimiht
kekac-nistomitanaw
é-akimiht
nistomitanaw é-akimiht
nistomitanaw-péyakosap
é-akimiht



0 0 0 0000000000000 00000000 000

Cree: Language of the Plains Jean L. Okimasis
Exercise 12.2. Today’s Date

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following question twice, then repeat
the question. Provide your own answer with the correct date for today.

taniyikohk awa pisim é-akimiht?
How much is this moon counted? or What is the date?

@ e 0000000000000 0000000000 00
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For the next two
drills, refer to
Chapter 11 for a
detailed explanation
of the conjugation
of animate
intransitive verbs.

Underlining the verb
stem and looking at
the person indicator
and the suffix in
each sentence will
help you to see

who is doing the
actions, which are
not directed at
another person (i.e.,
intransitive).

VAI and VIl in Independent
and Conjunct Modes

and Future Conditional
Form, Weather Terms

Drill 13.1. VAI—Singular Actors

Instructions: The following sentences provide examples of
Independent and Conjunct mode singular actors. Listen to
the audio and repeat the following sentences. I will say each
sentence twice.

1. nitapin tahkohc micisowinahtikohk.
I am sitting on (top of) the table.

2. nista 0ma Ota eé-apiyan.
I also am sitting here.

3. kitapin kiya mohcihk.
You (sg.) are sitting on the ground/floor.

4. é-wi-apiyan ci kista anita?
Are you (sg.) going to sit there too?

88



5. apiw ci mékwac mériy?
Is Mary home right now?

6. ta-apiw cl mériy tipiskayiki?
Will Mary be home tonight? (Literally: Will Mary be
home when it is dark?)

7. néhiyawéyiwa ci ototéma?
Does his/her friend speak Cree?

8. otéma anihi é-ki-nipayit sipa téhtapiwinihk.
His/her dog slept under the chair.

Drill 13.2. VAI—Plural Actors

Instructions: The sentences in this drill show that there is more
than one person involved in the action. Listen to the audio and
repeat the following sentences. I will say each sentence twice.

1. niwi-kakweé-nisitohténan 6ma néhiyawéwin.
We (excl.) are going to try to understand Cree.

2. kéyapic oma é-wi-kakwé-nisitohtamahk néhiyawéwin.
We (excl.) are still going to try to understand Cree.

3. kiwi-ayamihtanaw 6ma acimowin anohc.
We (incl.) are going to read this story today.

4. namoya, kotak anima ka-wi-ayamihtayahk.
No, it is the other one that we are going to read.

5. néhiyawasinahikéwin wipac kika-nihta-ayamihtanawaw.
You (pl.) will be able to read Cree soon.

Cree 101
Session

13

Underline the verb
stem and examine
the suffixes. This
will help you to
recognize who is
doing the action.
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For the next drill
and exercise,

refer to Chapter

14 for a detailed
explanation of VIl
verbs and their use
to describe weather
in the Conjunct
mode and Future
Conditional form.

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin waseyawiskwew

6. asay ci é-ki-micisoyéek kiyawaw?
Have you eaten already?

7. ki-itohtéwak oténahk tipiskohk.
They went to town last night.

8. é-ki-itohtécik ci wistawaw ékoté?
Did they go over there too?

Drill 13.3. VII Conjunct Mode—Weather

Instructions: Listen carefully as I say each term twice. Repeat
after me. The first three examples demonstrate how you can
compose a sentence regarding the weather.

1. é-waséskwahk 6ma, nitawi-métawétan wayawitimihk.
It’s sunny. Let’s go out and play.

or Let’s go and play outside as it is sunny.

2. postastotiné é-yotik oma anohc.
Put on your hat as it is windy today.

3. métoni é-maci-sohkiyowek niki-pihtokwanan.
We came inside as it is really starting to be very windy.

Let’s begin with the terms.

é-kimiwahk as it is raining

é-kimiwasik as it is raining a little
é-sikipestak as it is pouring (rain)
é-pahkipéstak as it is raining (big drops of rain)
é-kaskanawipéstak  as it is misty

é-yikwaskwahk as it is cloudy

é-yikowahk as it is foggy

20
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é-ahkwatik
é-kisinak
é-tahkayak
é-kisastek
é-kisitek
é-kisapweéyak
é-tihkitek
é-saskahk
é-kisikak
é-miyo-kisikak
é-mayi-kisikak
é-tipiskak
é-nipayasték

e e 0000000000000 0000 00

Exercise 13.1. Future Conditional Weather Terms

as it is drifting (snow)
as it is snowing

as it is freezing

as it is cold

as it is cold

as it is hot (weather)
as it is hot

as it is a warm day
as it is melting

as it is breaking up
as it is daytime

as it is a nice day

as it is not a nice day
as it is dark/night

as it is moonlight

@ e e 0 0000000000000 00 00

Instructions: Listen carefully as I say each weather term in the Future

Conditional form and then repeat after me. I will say each term twice.

Then, in the space below, translate the Future Conditional weather

terms into English. Next, write the present tense of these weather terms

and again provide the English translation. I will give you a hint: parts

of these terms may be familiar from other vocabulary used in previous

drills. Check your answers against the key at the back of the book.

1. Future Conditional:

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

waséskwahki

.
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. Future Conditional:

. Future Conditional:

2. Future Conditional: yotiki

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

English Translation:

sohkiyoweki

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

. Future Conditional: kimiwahki

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

. Future Conditional: sikipéstaki

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

English Translation:

pahkipéstaki

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

e e e e 0000000000 00

e o o o

e e e e 000000000000 0

e o o o

e e e e 000000000000 0

e o o o

e e o000 e 000000

e o o o

e e 00000000



o e

e e e 0000000

© e 0000000000000 0000000000000000 00

e e e e e 0000000000

e e e o0

e e e 0000000000000 00000 00

7.

10.

11.

Future Conditional: kaskanawipéstaki

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

Future Conditional: yikwaskwahki

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

Future Conditional: yikowahki

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

Future Conditional: piwahki

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

Future Conditional: mispoki

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:
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12. Future Conditional:
English Translation:
Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

13. Future Conditional:
English Translation:
Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

14. Future Conditional:
English Translation:
Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

15. Future Conditional:
English Translation:
Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

16. Future Conditional:
English Translation:
Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

ahkwatiki

kisinaki

tahkayaki

kisasteki

kisiteki
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17.Future Conditional: kisapweéyaki

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

18. Future Conditional: tihkiteki

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

19. Future Conditional: saskahki

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

20. Future Conditional: kimiwasiki

English Translation:

Present Tense Independent:

English Translation:

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0000

95

© © ¢ 0 0 0 0000000000000 0000000000 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 00 00000

Cree 101
Session

13



Cree 101
Session

14

Refer to Chapters
18 to 21 of the
textbook for a
detailed explanation
of transitive
animate verbs
(VTA).

Transitive Animate
Verbs (VTA), Singular
and Plural Objects

Drill 14.1. Transitive Animate Verbs

with Singular Objects

Instructions: Listen to the audio and repeat the following tran-

sitive animate verbs with singular objects. I will say each word

twice.

1S
28
3S
3S

1p
21
2p
3p
3p

nipéhtawaw.
kipéhtawaw.
péhtaweéw.
péhtaweéyiwa.

ninisitohtawanan.

kiwapamanaw.
kipahpihawaw.
asameéwak.
ohpinéyiwa.

I hear him/her/it.

You (sg.) hear him/her/it.

He/she/it hears him/her/it.

His/her
him/her/it.

We understand him/her.

We see him/her/it.

You (pl.) laugh at him/her/it.

They feed him/her/it.

His/her (pl.) lift him/
her/it.

(sg.) hears

96



Cree 101
Session

14

Drill 14.2. More Transitive Animate Verbs
with Singular Objects

Instructions: Listen as I dictate the following sentences.

Then repeat after me. Listen carefully to the pronunciation

of the verb as spoken where the object is seen, heard, or fed.

Ask yourself: Is the object singular? Is it also performing an

action? The translation will help you to understand the verb

construction.

1.

nipéhtawaw piyésis é-nikamot.
I hear a bird singing.

kipéhtawaw ci kista?
Do you (sg.) hear it too?

Johnny wista péhtawéw piyésisa é-nikamoyit.
Johnny hears the bird singing too.

omisa asaméyiwa atimwa.
His/her sister feeds the dog.

ninisitohtawanan kiskinwahamakéw askaw.
We (excl.) understand the teacher sometimes.

kika-wapamanaw ici wipac.
We (incl.) will see him/her soon.

kiki-pahpihawaw ci ana é-mohcohkasot?
Did you (pl.) laugh at him/her when he/she was
acting silly?

ki-asameéwak awasisa.
They fed the child.

ostésa ki-ohpinéyiwa anihi mitosa.
His/her brother lifted the tree.
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Note that these
verbs have almost
the same form,
except that some
add the suffix “-ak”
(as underlined) to
indicate a plural
object.

This part of your
lab session gives
you an opportunity
to practise talking
about hearing,
feeding, seeing, and
lifting more than
one object. One can
apply these verbs
to interactions with
family, friends, or
pets.

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin

waseyawiskwew

Drill 14.3. Transitive Animate Verbs
with Plural Objects

Instructions: Listen as I say the following sentences. I will say

each sentence twice. Then repeat after me.

1S

25
3s

)

3S

1p
21
2p
3p
3'p

niwisamawak.
kiwapamawak.
wicéwew.
wiceweyiwa.

nipahpihananak.

kikiyokawanawak.

kiwisamawawak.
péhtawew.
kiyokaweéyiwa.

I invite them.

You (sg.) see them.

He/she accompanies them.

His/her ____ (sg.)
accompanies them.

We (excl.) laugh at them.

We (incl.) visit them.

You (pl.) invite them.

They hear them.

His/her ___ (pl.) visit them.

Drill 14.4. More Transitive Animate Verbs
with Plural Objects

Instructions: Listen as I say the following sentences. Repeat

after me. I will say each sentence twice.

[

nipéhtawawak piyésisak é-nikamocik.
I hear the birds singing.

kipéhtawawak ci kista?
Do you (sg.) hear them too?

Johnny péhtawéw wista.
Johnny hears them too.

omisa asaméyiwa atimwa.
His/her sisters feeds the dogs.
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5. ninisitohtawananak askaw kiskinwahamakéwak.
We (excl.) understand the teachers sometimes.

6. kika-wapamanawak sisipak sakahikanihk.
We (incl.) will see the ducks at the lake.

7. kiki-pahpihawawak ci aniki é-mohcohkasocik?
Did you (pl.) laugh at them when they were acting silly?

8. ki-asaméwak kahkiyaw awasisa.
They fed all the children.

9. ostésa ki-ohpinéyiwa anihi mitosa.
His/her brothers lifted the trees.

© © ¢ 0 00 0000 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000O0O0E

Dialogue 14.1. Visiting Friends

Instructions: Listen to the following dialogue illustrating a conversation
between two friends. The dialogue will be repeated twice. Then practise
the dialogue with a partner.

Betty:  tanisi ékwa kiya, nitotém?
How are you, my friend?

Darren: namdoya nanitaw. tanité é-ohtohtéyan?
Fine. Where are you coming (arriving) from?

Betty:  pit é-ki-nitawi-wapamak maka namoya apiw.
I went to see Pete, but he’s not at home.

Darren: aspin ana é-ki-nitawi-kiyokét iskonikanihk. ahpo étikwé
ki-kapesiw ekoté.
He went to visit at the reserve. Perhaps he stayed (camped)
overnight out there.

e e e 000 0000000000000 o
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nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin waseyawiskwew

pihtokwek. niki-nihtihkan.
Come in. I made tea.

Darren: ahaw.
Okay.

Betty:  ahaw.
Okay.
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Possessive Form for
Singular Animate Nouns,
Kinship Terms, and
Interrogative Pronouns

Drill 15.1. Possessive Form for
Singular Animate Nouns

Instructions: Listen as I conjugate the noun “sisip,” which
means “duck.” I will say each conjugated form twice, then
repeat after me. Notice the special suffix “-im,” which is added
to some nouns before all regular suffixes.

“sisip — duck”

1s  nisisipim my duck

2s  Kkisisipim your (sg.) duck

3s  osisipima his/her duck

3’s  osisipimiyiwa his/her ____ ’s (sg.) duck
1p nisisipiminan our (excl.) duck

21 Kkisisipiminaw our (incl.) duck

2p kisisipimiwaw your (pl.) duck

3p osisipimiwawa their duck

3'p osisipimiyiwa their s’ (pl.) duck
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Refer to Chapter

31 for a detailed
explanation of the
possessive and how
it is formed.
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Drill 15.2. Possessive of atim/misatim

Instructions: Listen as I say the following words. I will say each
conjugation twice, then repeat after me. Notice that these are
irregular possessive forms used to refer to either a dog (atim)
or a horse (misatim). To pluralize you can add “-ak” to the first
person (1s, 1p) or second person (2s, 2p, 21) forms only. Add
“-a” to third person forms (3s, 3p).

“atim — dog” | “misatim — horse”

1S nitém my dog/horse

2s  kitém your (sg.) dog/horse

3s otéma his/her dog/horse

3’s otéemiyiwa his/her _____ ’s (sg.) dog/horse
1p nitéminan our (excl.) dog/horse

21 kitéminaw our (incl.) dog/horse

2p kitémiwaw your (pl.) dog/horse

3p otémiwawa their dog/horse

3’p otémiyiwa their s’ (pl.) dog/horse

Drill 15.3. Possessive of -napem-

Instructions: Listen as I conjugate the word “-napém-,” which
means “husband.” I will say each conjugation twice, then
repeat after me. Note that the change in the Cree word for
“man” (napéw) to mean “husband” includes a form of the “-im”
suffix.

“-napém- — husband”
1s  ninapém my man/husband

2s  kinapém your (sg.) man/husband
3s onapéma her man/husband



Cree: Language of the Plains

’

3S

1p
21
2p
3p

onapémiyiwa

ninapéminanak
kinapéminawak
kinapemiwawak
onapémiwawa

3’p onapémiyiwa

Drill 15.4

Instructions: Listen as I conjugate the word “-mosom-,” which
means “grandfather” or “grandpa.” I will say the conjugated

Jean L. Okimasis

her/his____’s (sg.) man/
husband

our (excl.) men/husbands

our (incl.) men/husbands

your (pl.) men/husbands

their men/husbands

their s’ (pl.) men/
husbands

Kinship Terms

word twice, then repeat after me.

“-mosom- — grandfather/grandpa”

1s
28
3S

’

3’s

1p
21
2p
3p

nimosom
kimosom
omosoma

omosomiyiwa

nimosominan
kimosominaw
kimosomiwaw

omosomiwawa

3’p omosomiyiwa

my grandfather

your (sg.) grandfather

his/her grandfather

his/her s (sg.)
grandfather

our (excl.) grandfather

our (incl.) grandfather

your (pl.) grandfather

their grandfather

their _____ s’ (pl.) grandfather
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Notice that only
1P, 21, and 2P
require the
additional suffix
“-ak” to show

the plural form
“men/husbands”;
otherwise, the
translation would
read “our man/
husband,” etc.
Another noun

that follows this
pattern is the word
“iskwew,” which
means “woman.”
It requires a
connective “t” with
all of the prefixes
(e.g.: “nitiskwem -
my wife”).

Notice that all

the kinship terms
have their unique
forms and must
be learned as they
appear.
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You may wish

to consult your
textbook on one or
all of these topics in
this drill.

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin waseyawiskwew

Drill 15.5. Review of Possessives, Interrogative
Pronouns, Kinship Terms, Tense, and Preverbs

Instructions: Listen as I say the following sentences. I will say
each sentence twice, then repeat after me.

1.  taniwa Kkisisipim?
Where is your (sg.) duck?

2.  tanité kitémiwaw é-nipat?
Where is your (pl.) dog sleeping?

3. onapéma cl apiyiwa?
Is her husband home?

4. nimosominan wi-pé-kiyokéw.
Our grandfather is coming to visit.

5. wipac oma ékwa ta-ki-takosihk.
kika-wici-micisomikonaw.

He should be arriving soon. He will eat with us.

6. omosomiwawa ki-kiyokawéwak otakosihk.
They visited their grandfather yesterday.
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Exercise 15.1. Dictation and Translation

Instructions: Listen as I dictate ten Cree words. I will say each word
twice, then write each word in the spaces below and translate them in
the right-hand column. Check your answers against the key at the back
of the book.

Dictation Translation

10.

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0000
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Exercise 15.2. Possessive Form

Instructions: Listen as I dictate the following words in the left-hand
column. In the space provided, write the appropriate possessive form
for the following words. I have completed the first one for you. Check
your answers against the key at the back of the book.

1. atim, niya e.g.: nitém

2. atim, wiya

3. mosom, kiya

4. asikan, niya

5. napéw, niya

6. iskwew, kiya

7. astotin, wiya
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Transitive Inanimate Verbs

Drill 16.1. VTI-1

Instructions: Listen as I conjugate the verb “péhta,” which

means “to hear it.” I will say each conjugated form twice, then

repeat after me.
VvTI-1 “péhta — hear it”

1s  nipéhtén.

2s  kipéhtén.

3s  péhtam.

3’s péhtamiyiwa.
1p nipéhténan.

21 Kkipéhténaw.

2p kipéhténawaw.
3p péhtamwak.
3’p péhtamiyiwa.

Other vTI-1 include:
nisitohta understand it

wapahta see it

I hear it.
You (sg.) hear it.

He/she/it hears it.

His/her/its ’s (sg.) hears it.
We (excl.) hear it.

We (incl.) hear it.

You (pl.) hear it.

They hear it.
His/her/its

s’ (pl.) hears it.

postiska put in on (clothing)

natona look for it
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Refer to Chapter
17 for a detailed
overview of
transitive inanimate
verbs (VTI) and
their conjugation.

Recall the rule for
conjugating V'TI-1
verbs. drop the

“a” from the 2s
Imperative verb
form. Place that in
the slot between
the person indicator
and the ending.
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Drill 16.

2. VTI-1in Sentences

Instructions: Listen as I say the following sentences and repeat

after me.

© © 0 0 0000000000000 00 0000000000000 00000000000000c0O0O0

nipéhten kitohcikan.
I hear the musical instrument.

kiki-péhteén ci e-kimiwahk tipiskohk?
Did you (sg.) hear it raining last night?

ki-péhtam ci wista ka-kimiwaniyik tipiskohk?
Did he/she hear it raining last night too?

omosomiyiwa wi-natamiyiwa anihi masinahikana.

His/her grandfather is going for those books.

nika-masinahénan niwihowinana anita
masinahikanihk.
We will write our names on that paper.

Exercise 16.1. VTI-1

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following sentences, then fill in the

blanks with the appropriate form of a vTi-1. I will say each sentence

twice. Check your answers against the key at the back of the book.

otastotiniwawa.

They put on their hats.

John ékwa Mary

otastotiniwawa wistawaw.

John and Mary put on their hats too.

© 0060000000000 00000000000000c0 00 00
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3. kimaskisina sipa téhtapiwinihk. .
I saw your (sg.) shoes under the chair. :
L4 kimaskisina, ékawiya mato. .
: We (incl.) will look for your shoes, don’t cry. :
i s ci oma kikway ka-itwehk? .

Do you (sg.) understand what is being said?

ee o o 0 0

oo oo
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Drill 16.3. VTI-2

Instructions: Listen as I conjugate the verb “pimohtata,” which  Recall that VTI-2 are

conjugated like VAL

Consult Chapter

then repeat after me. 17 where this
particular verb form
is discussed.

means “take it along.” I will say each conjugated form twice,

VTI-2 “pimohtatd — take it along”

1s nipimohtatan. I take it along.

2s  kipimohtatan. You (sg.) take it along.

3s pimohtataw. He/she takes it along.

3’s pimohtatayiwa. His/her __ (sg.) takes it along.
1p nipimohtatanan. We (excl.) take it along.

21 kipimohtatanaw. We (incl.) take it along.

2p kipimohtatanawaw. You (pl.) take it along.

3p pimohtatawak. They take it along.

3’p pimohtatayiwa. His/her _____ (pl.) take it along.

Other vTI-2 include:

apacihta use it osihta make it
kata hide it péta bring it
wanihta lose it kita eat all of it

ayamihta read it aya have it
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Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following sentences. I will say each
sentence twice, then fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of a
vTI-2. Check your answers against the key at the back of the book.

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin waseyawiskwew
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Exercise 16.2. VTI-2

You will recall that
there are three
forms of the verb
“eat.” The “mici”
form is used to refer
to eating foods that
are of the inanimate
noun category.

We (excl.) will use those books too.

1. nitastotin anohc. wi-kisastéw.
I will take (it) my hat today. It’s going to be hot. .
* 2. ocimanimiwaw sakahikanihk .
. itohtetwawi. :
. They will take (it) their canoe along if they go to the lake. :
. 3. nimaskisina ci asay ? :
. Did you finish my moccasins?
. 4. John nitastotin. :
: John hid my hat. .
. 5. nistanan anihi masinahikana.

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0000

Drill 16.4. VTI-3

Instructions: Listen as I conjugate the verb “mici,” which
means “eat it.” I will say each conjugated form twice, then
repeat after me.

VTI-3 “mici — eat it”

1s nimicin. I eat it. (refers to inanimate nouns)
2s  kimicin. You (sg.) eat it.
3s  miciw. He/she/it eats it.

110



e e e o000 00

o e

@ e 0 0000000000000 00000000 00 0 00

e e e 0000000000000

.

3’s miciyiwa. His/her/its (sg.) eats it.
1p nimicinan. We (excl.) eat it.
21 kimicinaw. We (incl.) eat it.

2p kimicinawaw. You (pl.) eat it.
3p miciwak. They eat it.
3’p miciyiwa. His/her/its (pl.) eats it.

© © © 0 0000 00000000000 00000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000 00

Exercise 16.3. Fill in the Blank

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following sentences twice, then fill
in the blanks with the appropriate verb, person, and tense. Check your
answers against the key at the back of the book.

1. anima micimapoy.

I ate that soup.

2. anihi masinahikana.
They lost their books.

3. cl atiht kocawakanisa?

Do you have some matches?

4. ci kitastotin?

Did you (sg.) lose your cap?

5. anihi niso masinahikana tipiskohk.

We (excl.) read those two books last night.

© © 0 0 0000 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000 00
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Conjunct Mode

Refer to Chapter 32 of the textbook for a detailed explanation of the
Conjunct mode.

© © © 0 0000 00000000000 00000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0 00000

Exercise 17.1. Verbs in a Text
Instructions: In the following paragraph, identify the verb stems by
drawing a box around each of them. There are eleven. Then listen to the
recording while you read the paragraph. Check your answers against
the key at the back of the book.
niki-waniskan wipac kikisép. wayawitimihk métoni é-tahkayak
ékosi namoya ninohté-itohtan kihci-oténahk maka é-kisi-micisoyan
niki-wayawin. ata é-tahkayak ki-waséskwan. mihcét piyésisak
niki-wapamawak é-nikamocik mitosihk. nitém niki-wicéwik.
ki-papamipahtaw misiwé méskanahk.

© © 0 0 00 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0000
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Exercise 17.2. Conjunct Mode—
Past and Future Intentional

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following sentences, first in the
past tense and then in the Future Intentional form. Identify all the verb
stems by drawing a box around each of them. I will say each sentence
twice. Check your answers against the key at the back of the book.

1.  é-ki-itohtéyan sakahikanihk ékosi namoya niki-wapamawak.
I went to the lake, so I didn’t see them.

é-wi-itohtéyan oma sakahikanihk wapahki.
I'm going to the lake tomorrow.

2. é-ki-micisoyan ci asay kista?

Did you eat already too?

mweéstas ci kista é-wi-micisoyan?

Are you going to eat later too?

3.  é-ki-wicéwat ci John omosoma?
Did John go with his grandfather?

omosoma ci é-wi-wicéwat?

Is he/she going with/accompanying his/her grandfather?

4.  é-ki-kiyokakoyahk ana kiséyiniw tipiskohk.
That old man visited us last night.

é-wi-wicéwikoyahk awa o6ténahk itohtéyahki.
He/she is going with us if we go to town.
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Exercise 17.3. Dictation Practice

Instructions: Listen carefully to the audio. I will dictate six Cree words.
Write each word in the spaces below. Remember you can and should
replay the audio so you can decipher the sounds. Check your answers
against the key at the back of the book.
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Dialogue 17.1. Conversation with Family

Instructions: Listen to the following dialogue illustrating a conversation

between a grandmother and her grandchild who has come to visit her.

The dialogue will be repeated twice. Then practise the dialogue with a

classmate.

Bob:

ohkoma:

Bob:

ohkoma:

Bob:

ohkoma:

tanisi, nohkom?
How are you, grandma?

namadya nanitaw, nosisim. kiya maka, kimiyomahcihon
ci ekwa?

I'm fine, grandchild. And you? Are you feeling well now?

aha, nimiyomahcihon ékwa maka nisimisak kéyapic
ahkosiwak.

Yes, I am feeling better/well now, but my brothers/sisters
are still sick.

nah, nimama é-ki-pahkwésikanihkeét kikisép.
Here, my mom baked bannock this morning.

ay, nitatamihik. api, nika-nihtihkan.
Thanks, she pleases me. Sit down, I'll make tea.

kika-mowanaw awa pahkweésikan mékwac kéyapic
é-kisisot.
We'll eat this bannock while it is still warm.

taniwa nimosom?
Where is my grandfather?

aspin kistikanihk é-ki-nitawi-atosket.
He went to work in the field.

wipac oma ekwa ta-ki-takosihk.
kika-wici-micisomikonaw.
He should be arriving soon now. He will eat with us.
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Review Chapters 23
to 26 for a detailed
explanation of the
Inverse form.

Inverse Form and VTA
with Plural Objects

Drill 18.1. VTA Direct and Inverse

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following vTA verbs and

note the alternation of the endings in the Independent Direct

and Inverse forms. I will say the Direct form of the vra verb

and then move across the row and say the Inverse form. I will

say each row twice, then repeat after me.

Direct
1s niwapamaw.

I see him/her.
2s kiwapamaw.

You see him/her/it.
3S wapameéw.

He/she sees him/her/it.

3’s wapameyiwa.
His/her (sg.) sees
him/her.

116

Inverse
niwapamik.
He/she/it sees me.
kiwapamik.
He/she/it sees you.
wapamikow.
He/she/it is seen by him/her.
wapamikoyiwa.
His/her ____ (sg.) is seen

by him/her.
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1p niwicéwanan. niwicéwikonan.
We accompany him/her. He/she accompanies us.
21 kikiskéyimanaw. kikiskéyimikonaw.
We know him/her. He/she knows us.
2p kipahpihawaw. kipahpihikowaw.
You (pl.) laugh at him/her. He/she laughs at you. (pl.)
3p wisaméwak. wisamikowak.
They invite him/her. They are invited by him/her.
3'p kakwéciméyiwa. kakwécimikoyiwa.
His/her __ (pl.) asks His/her (pl.) was asked
him/her. by him/her.

Drill 18.2. VTA Direct and Inverse in Sentences

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following sentences, then
repeat after me. I will say each sentence twice. Pay attention to
the person indicators and the verb stems’ suffixes.

1.  niwi-wisamaw nisimis atawéwikamikohk
ta-itohtéyahk.
I’'m going to invite my younger brother/sister to go
to the store.

2. niki-wisamik nimis atawéwikamikohk é-wi-itohtét.
My older sister invited me along as she is intending
to go to the store.

3. ki-wapaméw ci ototéma tipiskohk?
Did he/she see his/her friend last night?

4.  ki-wapamikow ci ototéma?
Was he/she seen by his/her friend?
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Refer to Chapters
18 to 21 of the
textbook for a full
review of transitive
animate verbs.

nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin waseyawiskwew

5. kinohté-kakwécimawaw ci kikway kimosomiwaw?
Do you (pl.) want to ask your (pl.) grandfather
something?

6. kimosomiwaw kinohté-kakwécimikowaw kikway.
Your (pl.) grandfather wants to ask you (pl.)
something.

Drill 18.3. Transitive Animate Verbs and
Plural Objects

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the following sentences, then
repeat after me. I will say each sentence twice. As you listen
to the examples, note the plural endings, which are marked in
bold font below.

1. niki-wapamawak awasisak é-métawécik.
I saw the children playing.

2. kiki-asamawak ci asay pahkahahkwanak?
Did you feed the chickens yet?

3.  nika-nitawi-kiyokawananak nitotéminanak.
We (excl.) will go and visit our friends.

4.  kika-kakwé-asamanawak wipac.
wi-kiwéwak 6ki anohc.
We (incl.) will try to serve them a meal soon.
They are going home today. (Literally: try to feed)

5. nitawasimisak ci kiki-wapamawawak é-nimihitocik?
Did you (pl.) see my children dancing?

18



Time

Drill 19.1. On the Hour

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the sentences below express-
ing time. I will repeat each sentence twice, then repeat after
me. Keep in mind that the word “ispayin” changes with the
different tenses. I will start with the present tense.

Present Tense

1. péyak tipahikan ispayin.
It is one o’clock.

2. niso tipahikan ispayin.
It is two o’clock.

3.  nisto tipahikan ispayin.
It is three o’clock.

4. néwo tipahikan ispayin.
It is four o’clock.

5. niyanan tipahikan ispayin.
It is five o’clock.

6. nikotwasik tipahikan ispayin.
It is six o’clock.

19
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For these drills,
refer to Chapter
15 for a detailed
review of seasons,
months, weekdays,
and time. Although
the references

in the textbook

to “clock” time
are minimal, one
can tell time by
following that
description.
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Now I will narrate time in the Future Conditional form.

Future Conditional
7.  tépakohp tipahikan ispayiki...
When it is seven o’clock...

8. ayenanéw tipahikan ispayiki...
When it is eight o’clock...

9. kéka-mitataht tipahikan ispayiki...
When it is nine o’clock...

10. mitataht tipahikan ispayiki...
When it is ten o’clock...

11. péyakosap tipahikan ispayiki...
When it is eleven o’clock...

12. nisosap tipahikan ispayiki...
When it is twelve o’clock...
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Drill 19.2. On the Half-Hour

Instructions: Listen as I narrate each sentence below express-

ing time on the half-hour. I will repeat each sentence twice,

then repeat after me. Note that “mina apihtaw,” which can

mean “also half,” is used to indicate the half-hour.

1.

péyak tipahikan mina apihtaw ispayin.
It is 1:30.

niso tipahikan mina apihtaw ispayin.
It is 2:30.

nisto tipahikan mina apihtaw ispayin.
It is 3:30.

néwo tipahikan mina apihtaw ispayin.
It is 4:30.

niyanan tipahikan mina apihtaw ispayin.
It is 5:30.

nikotwasik tipahikan mina apihtaw ispayin.
It is 6:30.
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Dialogue 19.1. Talking about Time

Instructions: Listen to the following dialogue, illustrating a conversa-

tion about time. The dialogue will be repeated twice. Then practise

the dialogue with a classmate. Note the brackets () are meant to show

optional material.

Solomon:

Mrs. Bear:

Solomon:

Mrs. Bear:

Solomon:

Mrs. Bear:

Solomon:

Mrs. Bear:

tanitahto tipahikan oma (e-ispayik mekwac)?
What time is it (right now)?

néwo tipahikan (ispayin mékwac).
It is four o’clock (right now).

wipac ékwa kisimisak ta-takohtéwak.
Your younger brothers and sisters will be arriving soon.

soskwac ci kika-ati-micisonaw takohtétwawi?
Will we (incl.) be eating as soon as they arrive?

aha, ayisk Bobbi ékwa Joseph wi-nitawi-pwatisimowak
otakosiki.
Yes, because Bobbi and Joseph are going to dance pow-

wow this evening.

tanispihk é-wi-sipwéhteéyéek?
When are you (pl.) leaving?

nanitaw nikotwasik mina apihtaw tipahikan ispayiki.
When it is about 6:30.

kika-wicéwitinawaw.
I will go with you. (pl.)

namoya, kita-kanawéyimawasoyan oma kiya,
kisimisak oki.

No, you will babysit your younger siblings
(brothers and sisters).
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Drill 19.3. Month and Date

Instructions: This short drill is a reminder of how one would

ask somebody about the month and date. Listen carefully as I

narrate the questions and answers below, then you can prac-

tise with a partner. I will say each question and answer twice.

1. Q. tana éwako pisim?
What month (moon) is it?

A. takwaki-pisim mékwac.

It is September.

2. Q. taniyikohk é-akimiht éwako pisim?

What date is it?
A. nisto akimaw.
It is the third.

Drill 19.4 Months

Instructions: Listen as I narrate the names of the months

below in Cree. I will say each month twice, then repeat after

me. Note that there are two different ways to say “September.”

After listening to this list of months, select the month when

your birthday occurs.

kisé-pisim
mikisiwi-pisim
niski-pisim
ayiki-pisim
sakipakawi-pisim
paskawihowi-pisim
paskowi-pisim
ohpahowi-pisim

January—The Great Moon
February—The Eagle Moon
March—The Goose Moon
April—The Frog Moon
May—The Budding Moon
June—The Hatching Moon
July—The Moulting Moon
August—The Flying Up Moon
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nocihitowi-pisim
takwaki-pisim
pimihawi-pisim
ihkopiwi-pisim
pawacakinasisi-pisim

September—The Mating Moon
(or) —The Autumn Moon
October—The Migrating Moon
November—The Frost Moon
December—The Frost-Exploding
Trees Moon
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Reflexive Forms
Drill 20.1. Independent Mode Reflexive
Instructions: Listen as I conjugate the vTA verb “tipéyim,”  Refer to Chapter 29

for details on the
Reflexive form of
Note that when a vTA verb stem is written in the Reflexive verbs.

which means “be in charge of him/her,” in the Reflexive form.

form, it follows the vAI1 conjugation chart. The vTa form of
the verb “tipéyim,” which means “be in charge of him/her,”
changes to “tipéyimiso” meaning to “be in charge of oneself” in
the Reflexive form.

I will say the conjugation twice, then repeat after me.

VTA “tipéyim — be in charge of him/her” /
vAl (Reflexive) “tipéyimiso — be in charge of oneself”

1s nitipéyimison. I am in charge of myself.

2s  kitipéyimison. You (sg.) are in charge of
yourself.

3s tipéyimisow. He/she is in charge of him/
herself.

3’s tipéyimisoyiwa. His/her (sg.) is in charge

of him/herself.
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1p nitipéyimisonan. = We (excl.) are in charge of
ourselves.

21 kitipéyimisonaw. = We (incl.) are in charge of
ourselves.

2p kitipéyimisonawaw. You (pl.) are in charge of

yourselves.

3p tipéyimisowak. They are in charge of
themselves.

3’p tipéyimisoyiwa. His/her ____ (pl.) are in

charge of themselves.

Other verbs which follow this conjugation include:

kisipékiniso bathe oneself
asamiso feed oneself
wicihiso help oneself
minahiso give oneself a drink

Drill 20.2. Conjunct Mode Reflexive

Instructions: Listen as I conjugate the vTa verb “asamiso,”
which means “to feed oneself.” Again, notice that the Reflexive
form of the verb follows the VA1 conjugation chart. I will say
the conjugated verb twice, then repeat after me.

“asamiso — to feed oneself”
1s é-asamisoyan  as I feed myself
2s é-asamisoyan  as you (sg.) feed yourself

3s  é-asamisot as he/she feeds himself/herself
3’s é-asamisoyit as his/her (sg.) feeds
him/herself

1ip é-asamisoyahk as we (excl.) feed ourselves
21 é-asamisoyahk as we (incl.) feed ourselves
2p é-asamisoyék  as you (pl.) feed yourselves
3p é-asamisocik as they feed themselves

’

3’p é-asamisoyit as his/her (pl.) feed themselves
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Drill 20.3. Reflexives in Sentences

Instructions: Listen carefully as I narrate the following sen-
tences in Cree. I will say each sentence twice, then repeat after
me. Notice that the Reflexive verbs ending in “-iso” and “-aso”
mean “doing [something] for oneself.”

=

. kika-tipéyimison kisihtayani
é-kiskinwahamakawiyan.
You will be in charge of yourself when you finish
your education. or
You will be on your own when you finish school.

2. nihta-asamisowak nicawasimak ata é-apisisisicik.
My children can feed themselves although they are little.

3. kipépim ci asay nihta-minahisow?
Can your baby already give himself a drink?

4. aha, miciminamasow mana minihkwacikanis.
Yes, he usually holds the cup for himself.

Drill 20.4. Questions and Answers

Instructions: Follow the example and answer the questions.
I will dictate the question, pause for you to write the answer,
and then repeat the question again and provide the correct
answer, which you will repeat after me. Check your answers
against the key at the back of the book.

Listen as I narrate the example:

Q: kiki-ayamihtan ci péyak masinahikan?
A: aha, niki-ayamihtan masinahikan.
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Let’s begin the drill. Notice that some of the sentences are
in the past tense.

1. Q kiki-ayamihtan ci péyak masinahikan?

Al

2.  Q: kiki-miskeén cI astotin?

Al

3. Q: kinisitohtén ci néhiyawéwin?

Al

4.  Q: kinohté-micin ci askipwawa?

Al

5.  Q: kiki-yohténén ci wasénikan?

Al

6. Q: kiwapahtén ci atawéwikamik?

A

7. Q: kitayan ci oyakan?

A:
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Exercise 20.1. Complete the Sentences
Instructions: Listen carefully as I narrate the partial sentences below. I
will pause after each sentence to give you time to circle the right noun
to complete the sentence. [ will then narrate the full sentence and pause
for you to repeat after me. Check your answers against the key at the
back of the book.

1. wipac ci kika-pétan (awasis, masinahikan).

2. kikiskéyimaw ci ana (oskinikiskwéw, astis).

3.  maskoc kika-wapahténawaw (sakahikan, pahkwésikan).

4. tapweé ninohté-ayamihanan (astotin, nikawinan).

5. namoya niki-wapamaw anohc (ciman, acimosis).
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This concludes the Cree 101 language lab sessions.
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Answer Key

Language Lab Session 1

Spelling 1.1 (page 5)

1. pakan 6. kisitéw
2. pahkan 7. sakahikan
3. asam 8. sakahikan
4. asam 9. niyanan
5. kisistéw 10. niyanan
Language Lab Session 2
Spelling 2.1 (page 14)
apisis 8. wawa 15.
2. kiya 9. miton 16.
3. ciki 10. miskat 17.
4. €kosi 11. tanisi 18.
5. Néwo 12. nipin 19.
6. minds 13. maka 20.
7. iskwéw 14. sOniyaw
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mékwac
atim
kinépikos
akohp
tehtapiwin
misit



Language Lab Session 3

Spelling 3.1 (page 18)

1. maskwa
2. nitotém
3. ospwakan
4. tohtosapoy
5. péyak
Drill 3.4 (page 21)
1. sisipak
2.  maskwak
3. séhképayisak
4. téhtapiwina
5. wapikwaniya
Spelling 3.2 (page 22)
1. sisipis
2. nipin
3. tépakohp
4. ayinanéwosap
5. kinoséw
6. nihtiy
7. api
Exercise 3.1 (page 23)
1. askihk
2. minihkwacikan
3. anohc
4. oyakan

R S

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

céskwa 11. maskosis
asiniy 12. sikakwak
acimosis 13. mispiton
masinahikan  14. ayinanéw
. wahyaw

6. askihkwak

7. ospwakanak

8. kinépikwak

9. iskwewak
naki 15. nimis
pasiko 16. masinahikeé
itweé 17. mitataht
niskisik 18. ayamihcikeé
kihtawakay 19. sikaho
ocihciy 20. yikowan
sémak

5. maskwa

6. péyak

7. masinahikan

8. téhtapiwin



nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin

Language Lab Session 4

Spelling 4.1 (page 32)

waseyawiskwew

1. atim 4. wayawitimihk 7. tapwé

2. tahkohc 5. ispimihk 8. capisis

3. sipa 6. sisip 9. anohc
Language Lab Session 5
Exercise 5.1 (page 36)

1. napéwak 6. piyésis

2. astotin 7. iskwesisak

3. Bill 8. maskisin

4. oyakana 9. néhiyawak

5. téhtapiwina 10. masinahikana
Exercise 5.2 (page 37)

1. tanité 2. tanéhki 3. kikway
Exercise 5.3 (page 39)

1. awa 6. néhi

2. oki 7. anihi

3. neéki 8. anihi

4. Oma 9. neéhi

5. anima 10. ana
Spelling 5.1 (page 40)

1. tanéehki 8. naki 15. minos

2. Kkispin 9. taniwéhkak 16. anohc

3. napesis 10. taniwéeha 17. naha

4. piyeésis 11. awasis 18. taniwa

5. tanité 12. iskwesis 19. ospwakan

6. tépakohp 13. iskwahtém 20. astotina

7. tana 14. tanisi
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Spelling 5.2 (page 41)

Eal

api
kiwe
naki
sikaho

N

itwe
pasiko
nipa
kweéski

Language Lab Session 6

Spelling 6.1 (page 47)

1.

© ® N T W

nipahpinan
néhiyawéw
kimicison
kinipanawaw
nipawak
kimasinahikan
nimicisonan
mostohtéw
kinéhiyawanaw

10. kipahpinaw

Spelling 6.2 (page 48)

1.

NNk wN

atamihk
namoya
pahpiw.
atoskeéw.
niyanan
téepakohp
taniwe.

10.
11.
12.

14.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

anohc
napew

10.
11.
12.

miciso
masinahikeé
nipawi
minihkwe

masinahikeéw

micisowak

ninéhiyawan

nitatoskanan

pahpiw

néhiyawéwak

pimohtéwak

kimicisonawaw

nimostohtanan

atoskew

15.
16.

nikotwasik 17.

iskwesis 18.

moswa

. minos

19.

niyanan 21.

masinahikan
nimasinahikan.
soniyaw

sipiy

wahyaw

. apisis

tapwe.



Language Lab Session 7

Spelling 7.1 (page 54)

1. yotin

2. sikipéstaw

3. plwan

4. pahkipéstaw

5. ayamihéwi-kisikaw
6. kisinaw

Spelling 7.2 (page 55)
1. kimiwan
niso-kisikaw
aywestin
papéskwatastan
kamwatan
nisto-kisikaw
waséskwan
sikipéstaw

© ©o N Nk w N

piwan
10. niyanano-kisikaw

Exercise 7.1 (page 57)

Column B
a. 6 d 1
b. 10
Cc. 5 f 2

Spelling 7.3 (page 58)

1. nipin 6
2. pipon 7.
3. sikwan 8
4. piponohk 9
5. miyoskamiki 1o0.

10.
11.
12.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

waséskwan
takwakohk
kisinaw

takwakin

waséskwan
yikwaskwan
néwo-kisikaw
yikowan
tahkayaw
sohkiyowéw

mispon
kaskanawipéstaw
yikwaskwan
nikotwaso-kisikaw
tahkayaw
kimiwasin
ayamihéwi-kisikaw
péyako-kisikaw
yotin

yikowan

= ot Q@
Now A

11. miyoskamin

12.
13.
14.

pipohki
sikwanohk
nipihki

nipinohk



Language Lab Session 9

Exercise 9.1 (page 69)

10.(3’s

© ® N N Wb

(1s) é-pahpiyan
(2s) é-micisoyan
(2s) é-nipayan
(2s) é-waniskayan
(2s) é-pahpiyan
(3s) é-apit

(3s) é-ayamihcikét
(3s) é-masinahikét
(3s) e-kiwet
é-apiyit

)
11.(3’s) e-ayamihcikeyit
12.(3’s)

é-masinahikéyit

13.(3’s) é-kiwéyit

14.(1p) e-sipwehteyahk
15.(1p) é-pimohtéyahk

16.(1p) é-pimipahtayahk

17.(1p) é-seésawipahtayahk
18.(21) e-sipwehtéyahk
(21) é-pimohtéyahk
20.(21) é-pimipahtayahk
21.(21) é-sésawipahtayahk
22.(2p) é-paminawasoyék
23.(2p) é-kisitépoyek

24.(2p) é-pahkwesikanihkéyek

25.(2p) é-nimayeék
26.(3p) é-itohtécik
27.(3p) e-metaweécik
28.(3p) é-pahpicik
29.(3p) é-pwatisimocik
30.(3'p) é-nakiyit
31.(3’p) é-métaweéyit
32.(3'p) é-kotaweyit

Language Lab Session 10

Drill 10.1 (page 72)

1. isiyihkasow.

isivihkasoyiwa

miywéyihtam miywéyihtamiyiwa
masinahikéw/ayamihcikéw  ayamihcikéyiwa
micisoyiwa

2
3

4. micisowak
5. tahcipow

Exercise 10.1 (page 74)

1. apihta-kisikaki
2. tipiskohk
3. tipiskaw

tahcipoyiwa

4. otakosiki
5. wapahki

pon-apihta-kisikaki



Language Lab Session 11

Exercise 11.1 (page 78)

Column B
a. 7
b. 10
c 1

N W n
=
A O bH

Language Lab Session 12

Exercise 12.1 (page 81)
Note: The Independent and Conjunct inflections are highlight-

ed in bold font.

Verb
Stems
1s nikamo
2s nipa
3S miciso
3’s ayamihcike
1p minihkweé
21 pahpi
2p kawisimo
3p itohté

3’p api

Independent
Inflections
ninikamon
kinipan
micisow
ayamihcikéyiwa
niminihkwanan
kipahpinaw
kikawisimonawaw
itohtéwak
apiyiwa

j. 8
k. 12
l. 11

Conjunct
Inflections
é-nikamoyan
é-nipayan
€-micisot
é-ayamihcikeéyit
é-minihkweéyahk
é-pahpiyahk
é-kawisimoyek
é-itohtecik
é-apiyit



Language Lab Session 13

Exercise 13.1 (page 91)

1.

Future Conditional: waséskwahki
English Translation: if/when it is sunny
Present Tense Independent: waséskwan
English Translation: it is sunny

Future Conditional: yotiki

English Translation: if/when it is windy
Present Tense Independent: yotin
English Translation: it is windy

Future Conditional: sohkiyowéki

English Translation: if/when it very windy
Present Tense Independent: sohkiyowéw
English Translation: it is very windy

Future Conditional: kimiwahki
English Translation: if/when it rains
Present Tense Independent: kimiwan
English Translation: it is raining

Future Conditional: sikipéstaki

English Translation: if/when it is pouring
Present Tense Independent: sikipéstaw
English Translation: it is pouring rain

Future Conditional: pahkipéstaki

English Translation: if/when raindrops fall
Present Tense Independent: pahkipéstaw
English Translation: raindrops are falling



10.

11.

12.

13.

Future Conditional: kaskanawipéstaki

English Translation: if/when it drizzles
Present Tense Independent: kaskanawipéstaw
English Translation: it is drizzling

Future Conditional: yikwaskwahki
English Translation: if/when it is cloudy
Present Tense Independent: yikwaskwan
English Translation: it is cloudy

Future Conditional: yikowahki

English Translation: if/when it is foggy
Present Tense Independent: yikowan
English Translation: it is foggy

Future Conditional: piwahki

English Translation: if/when it drifts
Present Tense Independent: piwan
English Translation: it is drifting

Future Conditional: mispoki

English Translation: if/when it snows
Present Tense Independent: mispon
English Translation: it is snowing

Future Conditional: ahkwatiki

English Translation: if/when it is freezing
Present Tense Independent: ahkwatin
English Translation: it is freezing

Future Conditional: kisinaki

English Translation: if/when it is very cold
Present Tense Independent: kisinaw
English Translation: it is very cold



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Future Conditional: tahkayaki
English Translation: if/when it is cold
Present Tense Independent: tahkayaw
English Translation: it is cold

Future Conditional: kisastéki

English Translation: if/when it is hot (weather)
Present Tense Independent: kisastéw

English Translation: it is hot (weather)

Future Conditional: kisitéki

English Translation: if/when it is hot
Present Tense Independent: kisitéw
English Translation: it is hot

Future Conditional: kisapweéyaki
English Translation: if/when it is warm (weather)
Present Tense Independent: kisapwéyaw
English Translation: it is warm (weather)

Future Conditional: tihkiteki
English Translation: if/when it melts
Present Tense Independent: tihkitéw
English Translation: it melts

Future Conditional: saskahki

English Translation: if/when it is breakup
Present Tense Independent: saskan
English Translation: it is spring breakup

Future Conditional: kimiwasiki

English Translation: if/when it rains a bit
Present Tense Independent: kimiwasin
English Translation: it is raining a bit



Language Lab Session 15

Exercise 15.1 (page 105)

Dictation
kiskinwahamakéw
nohkom

ostesa

é-kisinak
é-sikipéstak
onapéma

RO A T e

kiwikimakan

8. niyananosap
9. nitotem

10. kimis

Exercise 15.2 (page 106)
1. nitém
2. otema
3. kimosom
4. nitasikan

Translation

teacher

my grandmother

his/her older brother

as it is very cold

as it is pouring (rain)

her husband

your spouse/your husband/
your wife

fifteen

my friend

your older sister

5. ninapém
6. kitiskwém
7. otastotin

Language Lab Session 16

Exercise 16.1 (page 108)
1. (ki-)postiskamwak
2. (ki-)postiskamwak
3. niki-wapahtén

Exercise 16.2 (page 110)
1. nika-pimohtatan
2. ta-pimohtatawak
3. kiki-kisihtan

kika-natoné(na)naw

ka

5. kinisitohtén

ki-kataw
5. nika-apacihtanan



Exercise 16.3 (page 111)

1. niki-micin 4. kiki-wanihtan
2. ki-wanihtawak 5. niki-ayamihtanan
3. kitayan

Language Lab Session 17

Exercise 17.1 (page 112)
The verbs stems in this short text are:

waniska 7. waséskwan
2. tahkayaw 8. wapam
3. itohté 9. nikamo
4. miciso 10. Wicéw
5. wayawl 11. papamipahta
6. tahkayaw

Exercise 17.2 (page 113)

1. itohté/wapam 3. wicéw
itohte Wicéw

2. miciso 4. kiyokaw
miciso WICEW
itohte

Exercise 17.3 (page 114)

1. ocimanimiwaw 4. mitosihk
2. wayawitimihk 5. kiséyiniw
3. meéskanahk 6. misiweé



nehiyawewin: paskwawi-pikiskwewin waseyawiskwew

Language Lab Session 20

Drill 20.4. (page 127)

1.

N o s e

aha, niki-ayamihtan péyak masinahikan.
aha, niki-miskén astotin.

aha, ninisitohtén néhiyawéwin.

aha, ninohté-micin askipwawa.

aha, niki-yohténén wasénikan.

aha, niwapahtén atawéwikamik.

aha, nitayan oyakan.

Exercise 20.1 (page 129)

1.
2.
3.

masinahikan 4. nikawinan
oskinikiskwéw 5. acimosis
sakahikan
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